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Despite its relatively pluralistic order, 
Morocco suffers from many of the 
same socioeconomic and political 
issues as its neighbors and has seen 
persistent pro-democracy protests 
by the “February 20 Movement for 
Change” since uprisings swept the 
region this year.   

In the face of constant protests,  
King Mohamed VI called for a 
drastic overhaul of the constitution 
and early elections, preempting 
demands for fundamental changes 
that would transform the country into 
a constitutional monarchy. 

The voter turnout rate of 45 percent 
for the November parliamentary 
�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�À�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�D�L�O�L�Q�J��
political apathy and cynicism toward 
a process that is seen to be managed 
and manipulated by the palace.

The victory of the Islamist-oriented 
Justice and Development party (PJD) 
does not represent a fundamental 
rupture from past practices given that 
the PJD rejects the label of “Islamist” 
and accepts the authoritarian 
privileges of the king.  

In the absence of fundamental 
changes to the political structure, 
Morocco is certain to face instability. 
The U.S. should encourage 
meaningful reforms, by expanding 
the scope and content of democracy 
and governance funding to the 
country and renewing Morocco’s 
MCC grant if democratic reforms are 
implemented beforehand.
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�Q�R�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���S�R�L�Q�W���R�I���V�X�F�K���D���S�U�R�F�H�V�V����0RURFFR¶V�¿YH�\HDU�$697.5 million 
Millennium Challenge Corporation compact is set to expire in 2012. This 
assistance should only be renewed if Morocco takes tangible steps toward 
expanding civil liberties and political rights during the negotiation process. 
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