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Legislation

On Tuesday, H.R. 1400, sponsored by Rep. Tom Lantos(D-CA), aiming to enhance
United States diplomatic efforts with respect to Iran by imposing additional economic
sanctions against Iran, and for other purposes, was granted an extension for further
consideration ending not later than Sept. 21, 2007.

On Wednesday, H.CON.RES.203, sponsored by Rep. Mark Steven Kirk (R-IL),
condemning the persecution of labor rights advocates in Iran, was referred to the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs

On Wednesday, H.RES.575, sponsored by Rep. Brian Baird (D-WA), commending
the people and the Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for their
continued commitment to holding elections and broadening political participation,
and for other purposes, was agreed to by a voice vote.

On Thursday, the State and Foreign Operations Appropiations bill for Fiscal
Year 2008 H.R. 2764, was passed by the Senate 81-12. The $34.4 billion spending
bill includes Economic Support Funds (ESF) of $415 million for Egypt, $363 million
for Jordan, $75 million for the Palestinian Authority under Mahmoud Abbas and $45
million for Lebanon.

Funding for Egypt includes $50 million for democracy, human rights, and governance
assistance programs, explicitly stating that "the organizations implementing such
assistance and the specific nature of that assistance shall not be subject to the prior
approval by the Government of Egypt.” The House passed a somewhat different
version of the bill in June, and a conference committee will now reconcile the two
versions. Numerous amendments to the bill were also approved in the Senate on
Thursday, including the following seven, all agreed to by unanimous consent:

S.AMDT.2691, introduced by Sen. Joseph Liebermar{l-CT) to provide that, of the
amount appropriated or otherwise made available for the Economic Support Fund,
$75,000,000 shall be made available for programs of the Bureau of Near Eastern
Affairs of the Department of State to support democracy, the rule of law, and
governance in Iran.
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S.AMDT.2726, introduced by Sen. Judd Gregg(R-NH) relative to the establishment
of a United States-Egypt Friendship Endowment.

S.AMDT.2728 introduced by Sen. Judd GreggR-NH) to prohibit assistance for
Iraq, and to require a report on the extent that the Government of Iraq is committed to
combating corruption in Irag, and for other purposes.

S.AMDT.2744, introduced by Sen. Patrick J. Leahy(D-VT) to prohibit assistance
for countries that the President determines grant sanctuary to any individual or group
which has committed a gross violation of human rights.

S.AMDT.2747, introduced by Sen. Patrick J. Leahy(D-VT) to prohibit prior
approval of foreign governments relating to assistance for democracy, human rights
and governance activities.

S.AMDT.2781, introduced by Sen. Carl Levin(D-MI) to express the sense of the
Senate regarding the need for the President to quickly respond to the deepening
humanitarian and refugee crisis in lIrag.

S.AMDT.2786 introduced by Sen. Jon Kyl(R-AZ) to express the sense of the
Senate regarding actions needed on the part of the Government of Egypt to promote
the rule of law and reduce the smuggling of weapons into Gaza.

Committee Hearings

The Foreign Relations CommittegSenate 9/4) heldahearinge nt i t | ed —l r aq:
Independent A shHoeosmaklenDavidtM. Walker, TChngptroller General

of the United States, U.S. Government Accountability Office, testified. P OME D’ s

notes on the hearing are available.

The Foreign Affairs Committee (House 9/5) held ahearinge nt i t | ed —l r aqi
Benchmarks: An Obj ect i ve AbosomBlesDagdivi. Wdlker, T h e
Comptroller General of the United States, U.S. Government Accountability Office,

testified about the GAO Report. Tom Lantos (D-CA) made opening remarks.

POMED’ s notes awilatehe hearing are

The Armed Services CommittegHouse 9/5) held a hearing, receiving testimony
from The Honorable David M. Walker, Comptroller General of the United States,
U.S. Government Accountability Office. lke Skelton (D-MO) made an opening
statement.

The Foreign Affairs Committee & The Arms Services CommittegHouse 9/6)

held a jointhearingent i t |l ed —Beyond the September Rep
The Honorable William J. Perry, former Secretary of Defense; Major General

John Batiste USA, retired; and General John M. Keane USA, retired, gave

testimony. Tom Lantos (D-CA), Chairman of the House Committee of Foreign

Affairs; Ike Skelton (D-MO), Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee;
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lleana RosLehtinen (R-FL), Ranking Member of the House Committee of Foreign
Affairs; and Duncan Hunter (R-CA), Ranking Member of the House Armed

Services Committee, made opening statements. POMED’' s not es on
available.

The Armed Services CommittegHouse 9/6) held a hearing on the Independent
Assessment of Iraqi Security Forces. General James JonedJSMC (ret), Chairman,
Independent Commission on the Security Forces of Iraq; The Honorable John
Hamre Independent Commission on the Security Forces of Iraq; General George
Joulwan, USA (ret), Independent Commission on the Security Forces of Irag; and
Chief Charles H. Ramsay Independent Commission on the Security Forces of Iraq,
gave testimony. |ke Skelton (D-MO) made an opening statement.

The Armed Services CommittegSenate 9/6) held a hearing to receive a report on
the findings of the Iraqi Security Forces Independent Assessment Commission. The
witness was General James L. Jones, Jr.USMC (Ret.), Chairman, Iraqi Security
Forces Independent Assessment Commission, accompanied by other Members of the
Commission.

The Armed Services CommittegSenate 9/7) held a hearing to receive a report on
the Government Accountability Office's assessment of 18 Iraq benchmarks. The
Honorable David M. Walker, Comptroller General of the United States, testified.

In the Middle East

Islamist Party Falls Short of ExpectedVictory in Moroccan Elections: The
Islamist Justice and Development Party (PJD) was anticipated to have historic
success in parliamentary elections last Friday, but a surprisingly low showing for the
party resulted in only minimal gains. Expected to gain a plurality of approximately
80 Parliamentary seats, the PJD instead won only 47 seats, an increase of only 5 over
the 42 seats it has held since the 2002 elections. Now the question is whether the PJD
will gain any positions in the Cabinet for the first time. The secular Istiglal party of
the ruling coalition retained a plurality of 52 seats, signaling more continuity in
Moroccan policy than expected. The low turnout may demonstrate feared political
apathy in Morocco. Most were forecasting a PJD victory that could create —a
dilemma for the elite that h®&loaviaoftye d
by the moderate Islamist PJD had been hoped for by many as an example for other
Arab countries as they try to democratize while including popular Islamist
movements. P OME D’ s p oakte Jarngs LiddelsimRahat, previewed the
elections with reports on party dynamics,t h e s ewodvierocand co-existing
side-by-side,ll and Moroccan —gisillusionment over voting.ll Look for post-election
wrap-up and analysis from James this week on the POMED Wire blog.

Iran: Wher e are we heading next®hile Congress has focused this week on
determining the best next steps to take in Irag, the Bush Administration, including a
cooperative Department of Defense, is hinting that they are seeking to apply a
military approach to Iran, despite the fact that Iranian leaders have already said they
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will notaccept We st er n —i lpedauseras Pdesident Bushsail recently,

—We wohfront this danger before it is too |
weapons inspector Mohamed El Baradeihassaid, —We f ound suspicious
no smoking gun. Il Another sign that the 1Ira

election of a moderate conservative Hashemi Rafsanjanito a powerful clerical body,
andl r an’ s r e to alowforneréy emprgsaned lmanian-American scholar
Haleh Esfandiari permission to leave Iran—though there is still debate as to why

Iran would allow this. Despite some positive signs, the reality for the Iranian people is
still bleak and social strictures are continually being enforced. Analysts are

suggesting that Iran is using their international isolation in conjunction with
crackdownsonsoc i al f r e e d o mm®rupting fordéigo inftlendesa ¢ k —

Difficulties in Iragq: Comptroller General of the U.S. Government Accountability
Office (GAQ) testified thisweekont h e GA O’ shat the Iraqtigoverrgnsnt
has failed to meet the majority of their benchmarks. Policymakers are now struggling
with the question of what to do next? Some analysts accept the GAO findings and

have attributed the lack of progresstoa—b ac k|l oggedll and —di vi sive
in which Iraqi politicians are planninga—p ar | i a me ©theesaryy coup . |
recommending that the US should stick with President Maliki despite their inability

to meet the specific benchmarks, and others believethatpr ogr ess i n I raq i s
with simultaneous —military momentuml and

Shifting Dynamics in Pakistan:P a k i st a n i scritical opicisnefasi ngl y

President Pervez Musharrafis one indication that dynamics are changing in

Pakistan and that the country may be inthe midstofa—c u |l t ur al and pol it i
reinvi_g o r ahat may help facilitate democratic reform. Similarly, the announced

return of former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and a recent press release from

Freedom Housecalling for the President to relinquish his military role, will put

pressure on Musharraf and may undermine his rule.

Undermining Democracy in the West Bank?Some are guestioning the democratic
principles of Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbasafter he recently
revised Palestinian election laws to favor his Fatah party. President Abbashas
eliminated district voting which is where Hamas has a strong following and was able
to win parliamentary elections last year.

The Fate of Lebanon?After 3 months of fighting, the Lebanese Armed Forces have
claimed victory over Fatah al-Islam and Prime Minister Fouad Siniora has said that it
i s L e bdaiggest mictosy over terrorists. I victorg is prompting some to call
for discussions about the economic development and reconstruction of Palestinian
refugee camps as a means to prevent future radicalization of Palestinian refugees.

Egyptian Regime Goes on Propaganda Offensivéfter recent rumors of
Presi dent Ho death, theMgyiian goaekndest has gone on an
offensive, accusing the Muslim Brotherhood of spreading the rumors and launching
an official investigation into the opposition press.
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Also Worth Reading

The International Crisis Group (ICG)has i ssued Reforomgw report, —
Af ghani st, dn’ast gRaatinigchree Af ghani police have
rather than community protectionll and t hat
operational autonomy — with oversight —are criticalto Afghani st ap: b B E€Gur i t
warns that "Insecurity will worsen and democracy can fail in insurgency-ridden

Afghanistan if the police are not reformed and depoliticised.”

In Washington

Political Wrangling over Iraq: Congress has only been back in session for a week

and there is already a preview of —political wranglingll that is likely to accelerate,

especially this week with the eagerly awaited report on Iraq is due from General

Petraeus. Debateson lraqarel i kel y t o intensify a4 the Gen.
counter the GAO report describing a lack of legislative, economic, and security

progress.

US Credibility Gap in Middle East: Manybel i eve t hat the US gove
rhetoric on Middle East policy simply does not reflect its actions, drawing a

comparison to Senator Larry Craig. However, the CEO of the Millennium Challenge

Corporation (MCC), AmbassadorJohn Danilovich, disputes this claim, noting the

actions of the MCC, an independent agency within the US government. Meanwhile,

the MCC has awarded a $700 million grant —the largest MCC grant ever awarded - to

Morocco to encourage economic growth, shortly before Morocco's parliamentary

elections in which the Islamist PJD party was expected to win.

Presidential Candidate Update:This week democracy promotion was given little
attention on the Fox News GOP debate. Barack Obama, who has a recent op-ed on
Iran, and Hillary Clinton , are now starting to be closely examined by political
pundits for their foreign policy advisor choices, following weeks of scrutiny of Rudy
Giul i ani ' s tedmoAlse, neglyannpuackdipresigential candidate Fred
Thompson appears to be embracing a Bush-like foreign policy more than other
candidates (of either party) have until now.

Also Worth Reading

The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace has published a new report by
Thomas Carothersentitled "U.S. Democracy Promotion During and After Bush."
He argues that the increasing "number of close ties with 'friendly tyrants™ maintained
in the name of American security interests has hindered U.S. democracy promotion
efforts. Carothers recommends a sweeping overhaul of the rhetoric and policies of
democracy promotion during the next administration in order to regain American
credibility and effectiveness.
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