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Legislation

On Thursday, the Senate Foreign Relations Committeepproved the $459.6 billion
Defense Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2008 that, if signed into law, will reorient
spending priorities away from weapons systems toward increased military pay and
health care, as well as improved equipment for the National Guard and reserve forces.
The bill (H.R. 3222), approved on a 29-0 roll-call vote, includes $459.3 billion in
discretionary spending, $3.5 billion less than President Bu s h ' s but$8%/u e s t
billion (9.5 percent) more than in fiscal 2007. The bill also includes a provision

barring the use of any funds to establish permanent military bases in Iraq or to exert
control over Iraqi oil resources.

Committee Hearings

The Foreign Affairs Committee & The Armed Services CommittegHouse 9/10):

held a jointhearingent i t |l ed “ The Status of the War an
Irag. 'General David H. Petraeus Commanding General, Multi-National Force —

Irag, and The Honorable Ryan C. Crocker, United States Ambassador to Iraq,

provided testimony. Tom Lantos (D-CA), Chairman of the House Committee of

Foreign Affairs, and lke Skelton (D-MO), Chairman of the House Armed Services

Committee, gave opening statements. Click heref or P OMED’ s heariogt e s on tt

The Armed Services CommittegSenate 9/11): held a hearing to receive testimony
on the situation in Iraq and progress made by the Government of Iraq in meeting
benchmarks. Ambassador Ryan C. Crocker United States Ambassador to Iraq, and
General David H. PetraeusUSA, Commanding General, Multi-National Force —
Irag, provided testimony.

The Foreign Relations CommittegSenate 9/11): heldahearingent i t 1 ed “ 1 r aq:
Crocker-P et r aeus RienprahletRyah C. Cibdkes, Ambassador to Iraq,

and General David H. PetraeusUSA, Commander, Multi-National Force-lIraq

provided testimony. Joseph Biden(D-DE) made an opening statement. Click here

forPOMED’ s n ot $mate heaning.t h e
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In the Middle East

The Future of Lebanon:AsPr e s i d e n t termh canmetaiad eddsin
November, Nabih Berri, the speaker of Parliament and a leader of the opposition, is
in a hurry to get Parliament to agree on a new President in order to avoid having a
parallel government “dividing the country and perhaps igniting factional violence.”
Others are pointing to continued arms smuggling across the Syrian-Lebanese border
andthere-ar mi ng of Hi z b udbnbea to Lebason. “"t hAes bai g geessutl t ¢
these dangers, Lebanon is attracting attention from the US House of Representatives
and some are @l & ingRrimefMinsid Faumadnsiniorais
appealing to the international community for funding to reconstruct Nahr al-Bared, a
Palestinian refugee camp almost entirely destroyed during battles between the
Lebanese army and Fatah al-Islam militants.

Democracy Compromised in Pakistan?he contentious political climate in
Pakistan, in which many are urging a power sharing deal, played out this week with
the deportation of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and the subsequent legal
complaints challenging the deportation. In light of the circumstances, some are

arguing that President Bushi scompromising his democraticideals” by enabl i ng
President Musharraf to hold his power while the U.S. government pressures
Musharraf to “actas a strongman” i n t he region and an ally i
Musharraf’'s grip on hi spulpicopimonghe ncy i s weak

concluding that Pakistanis have a more favorable view of Osama Bin Laden than
Musharraf. Somearec | a i mi thegrmy iknaost likély to decide the fate of
Musharraf's presidency.”

Mahmoud Abbas Gaining Support: Recently, Palestinian journalists trying to cover

a Fatah protest rally in Gaza were beaten
actions attempt to block Fatah loyalists living in Gaza from organizing and protesting

the Hamas takeover of the territory. In light of the repression, a new Palestinian

public opinion poll shows that three quarters of Palestinians reject the Hamas take

over and a majority support President Abba

Iraq after the Surge: With the surge and the Crocker-Petraeus report completed,

policymakers and analysts are asking the same question that General Petraeusasked

in 2003, “Tell me how this ends? ” mehatione in Washington after the Crocker-

Petraeus report suggest that there will not be a significant change in Irag policy

despite what the Democrats want. Another important question is how the current state

of Iraq is affecting Iragis. A recent nationwide Iragi public opinion survey found that

the majority of Il raqis bel i edeeriothtadmmndi ti ons
the past six months, which supports the contention of some that there is in fact a

“pol stalemacat t he nat i onmajorsdtbeck’ e li.s” aA m mtahdesri d“e
bomb attack that killed Abu Risha, a key Sunni tribal leader that opposed al-Qaeda.
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In response to these setbacks, Senator and presidential candidate Barack Obama
deliveredaspeechout | i ning his “comprehensive plan t

Syriads Rol e aTwdrecé&erdpats giveaffireshhperspestive on

Syria. One argues t ha tmisstdlogparténitiecs”’a vfeorbeen a n
dialogue and cooperation with Syria and the other questions whether Sy r rokis s
t h a tmed@tbr, péacemaker, or aggressor? ” Al s o werdconfirmaiamse k
from both Israel andthe USof Israel i ai rstri kes targeted at Sy

think North Korea is selling to Iran and Syria what little they have left.”

Praise for Mubarak Regime Thi s we ek, Egypt’ s often bruta
complimentedby one c¢comment averlooked ducoessstdoye i hg an
deterring al-Qaeda and other Islamic militants from finding refuge.

Also Worth Reading

The fall 2007 issue of Arab Insigh features an array of articles on Arab perceptions
of the United States and factors that determine these perceptions. Of particular note is
the article by Mohammad Yaghi, "Missing in Action: The Democracy Agenda in the
Middle East," and another by Sayf Salah Nasraw; "Forecasting Irag's Future: From
Invasion to Partition."

This week marked six years after the attacks of September 11", and the Christian

Science Monitoeddressest he i nf amous Amehydotheyhatequesti on
us?” The ar t ilkSlpelicymakenstand @ashingtoa pundits continue to use

the same misguided approach toward understanding the Arab world, resulting in

“more prejudice, more fear, and, regrettably, more distance to overcome in order to

adequately understand one another. ”

In Washington

Possible Action Against Iran: This week while Washington officials focused on

assessing military and political progress in Irag, analysts tackled a parallel debate

about mMmeddimgin&ay” “and whet her thinklen” waovihlesh s houl c
hear-Qaéaédad.” As policymakers contemplate i f.
against I ran some are urging Cdmgress to s
more damage than good. ”

Colin Powell Interview: In a candid interview, former Secretary of State Colin
Powell discounts terrorism as the greatest threat to the U.S., stating there are no
"terrorists in the world which can change the American way of life or our political
system... only we can change ourselves.” He recommends a renewed emphasis on
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global "wealth creation, increasing respect for human rights, [and] creating
democratic institutions" as "perhaps the most effective way to go after terrorists."”

Tunisian Rights Activist on DC Visit: Longtime Tunisian human rights activist
Sihem Bensedrinewas visiting DC this week, and POMED had the opportunity to sit
down with her for a fascinating interview on the state of repression that exists in
Tunisia. The following day, Bensedrine spoke on similar issues at an event co-
sponsored by Human Rights First and the Protection Project at SAIS. The Christian
Science Monitor observes how *
Pal est i ni &asunderenined U.$.-fundad desidcracy building projects in

Tunisiahave not been successful and ul ti

anger over US policy in Iraq and the Palestinianter r i t or i e s .

Also Worth Reading

9/11/07, Looking Back, and Aheadln the Washington Timed#Mike Walker writes
that a "war of ideas" is raging across the region, and that the U.S. must reach out to
the world's 1.3 billion Muslims. He argues that America must define itself through
positive "diplomatic, economic, educational” engagement to prevent terrorists from
taking advantage of widespread Muslim disaffection with U.S. foreign policy.
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