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Legislation 

 

On Thursday, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved the $459.6 billion 

Defense Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2008 that, if signed into law, will reorient 

spending priorities away from weapons systems toward increased military pay and 

health care, as well as improved equipment for the National Guard and reserve forces. 

The bill (H.R. 3222), approved on a 29-0 roll-call vote, includes $459.3 billion in 

discretionary spending, $3.5 billion less than President Bush’s request but $39.7 

billion (9.5 percent) more than in fiscal 2007.  The bill also includes a provision 

barring the use of any funds to establish permanent military bases in Iraq or to exert 

control over Iraqi oil resources.   

 

Committee Hearings 

 

The Foreign Affairs Committee & The Armed Services Committee (House 9/10): 

held a joint hearing entitled “The Status of the War and Political Developments in 

Iraq.”  General David H. Petraeus, Commanding General, Multi-National Force – 

Iraq, and The Honorable Ryan C. Crocker, United States Ambassador to Iraq, 

provided testimony.  Tom Lantos (D-CA), Chairman of the House Committee of 

Foreign Affairs, and Ike Skelton (D-MO), Chairman of the House Armed Services 

Committee, gave opening statements. Click here for POMED’s notes on the hearing.  

 

The Armed Services Committee (Senate 9/11): held a hearing to receive testimony 

on the situation in Iraq and progress made by the Government of Iraq in meeting 

benchmarks. Ambassador Ryan C. Crocker, United States Ambassador to Iraq, and 

General David H. Petraeus, USA, Commanding General, Multi-National Force – 

Iraq, provided testimony. 

 

The Foreign Relations Committee (Senate 9/11): held a hearing entitled “Iraq: The 

Crocker-Petraeus Report.”  The Honorable Ryan C. Crocker, Ambassador to Iraq, 

and General David H. Petraeus, USA, Commander, Multi-National Force-Iraq 

provided testimony.  Joseph Biden (D-DE) made an opening statement. Click here 

for POMED’s notes on the Senate hearing.  
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In the Middle East 

 

The Future of Lebanon: As President Lahoudôs term comes to an end in 

November, Nabih Berri , the speaker of Parliament and a leader of the opposition, is 

in a hurry to get Parliament to agree on a new President in order to avoid having a 

parallel government “dividing the country and perhaps igniting factional violence.” 

Others are pointing to continued arms smuggling across the Syrian-Lebanese border 

and the re-arming of Hizbullah as “the biggest dangers to Lebanon.” As a result of 

these dangers, Lebanon is attracting attention from the US House of Representatives 

and some are talking of a “coming crisis.” Also, Prime Minister  Fouad Siniora is 

appealing to the international community for funding to reconstruct Nahr al-Bared, a 

Palestinian refugee camp almost entirely destroyed during battles between the 

Lebanese army and Fatah al-Islam militants. 

 

Democracy Compromised in Pakistan? The contentious political climate in 

Pakistan, in which many are urging a power sharing deal, played out this week with 

the deportation of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and the subsequent legal 

complaints challenging the deportation. In light of the circumstances, some are 

arguing that President Bush is “compromising his democratic ideals” by enabling 

President Musharraf to hold his power while the U.S. government pressures 

Musharraf to “act as a strongman” in the region and an ally in the War on Terrorism. 

Musharraf’s grip on his presidency is weakening, with a public opinion poll 

concluding that Pakistanis have a more favorable view of Osama Bin Laden than 

Musharraf. Some are claiming that “the army is most likely to decide the fate of 

Musharraf's presidency.”  

 

Mahmoud Abbas Gaining Support: Recently, Palestinian journalists trying to cover 

a Fatah protest rally in Gaza were beaten by Hamas police forces. Hamas’ brutal 

actions attempt to block Fatah loyalists living in Gaza from organizing and protesting 

the Hamas takeover of the territory. In light of the repression, a new Palestinian 

public opinion poll shows that three quarters of Palestinians reject the Hamas take 

over and a majority support President Abbas’ decision to hold early elections.  

 

Iraq after the Surge: With the surge and the Crocker-Petraeus report completed, 

policymakers and analysts are asking the same question that General Petraeus asked 

in 2003, “Tell me how this ends?”  More reactions in Washington after the Crocker-

Petraeus report suggest that there will not be a significant change in Iraq policy 

despite what the Democrats want. Another important question is how the current state 

of Iraq is affecting Iraqis. A recent nationwide Iraqi public opinion survey found that 

the majority of Iraqis believe “conditions for political dialogue” have deteriorated in 

the past six months, which supports the contention of some that there is in fact a 

“political stalemate at the national level.” Another “major setback” is a roadside 

bomb attack that killed Abu Risha, a key Sunni tribal leader that opposed al-Qaeda. 
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In response to these setbacks, Senator and presidential candidate Barack Obama 

delivered a speech outlining his “comprehensive plan to turn the page in Iraq.” 

 

Syriaôs Role and Relationships: Two recent reports give a fresh perspective on 

Syria. One argues that there have been a number of “missed opportunities” for 

dialogue and cooperation with Syria and the other questions whether Syria’s role is 

that of “mediator, peacemaker, or aggressor?” Also this week were confirmations 

from both Israel and the US of Israeli airstrikes targeted at Syria because “Israelis 

think North Korea is selling to Iran and Syria what little they have left.”  

 

Praise for Mubarak Regime: This week, Egypt’s often brutal regime was 

complimented by one commentator for being an “overlooked success story” in 

deterring al-Qaeda and other Islamic militants from finding refuge.  

 

 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

The fall 2007 issue of Arab Insight features an array of articles on Arab perceptions 

of the United States and factors that determine these perceptions. Of particular note is 

the article by Mohammad Yaghi, "Missing in Action: The Democracy Agenda in the 

Middle East," and another by Sayf Salah Nasrawi, "Forecasting Iraq's Future: From 

Invasion to Partition."  

 

This week marked six years after the attacks of September 11
th

, and the Christian 

Science Monitor addresses the infamous American question of “why do they hate 

us?” The article states that U.S. policymakers and Washington pundits continue to use 

the same misguided approach toward understanding the Arab world, resulting in 

“more prejudice, more fear, and, regrettably, more distance to overcome in order to 

adequately understand one another.” 

 

 

In Washington 

 

Possible Action Against Iran: This week while Washington officials focused on 

assessing military and political progress in Iraq, analysts tackled a parallel debate 

about Iranian “meddling in Iraq” and whether the world should “think Iran” when it 

hears “al-Qaeda.” As policymakers contemplate if, how, and when to take action 

against Iran some are urging Congress to stop funding programs that have “done 

more damage than good.”  

 

Colin Powell Interview: In a candid interview, former Secretary of State Colin 

Powell discounts terrorism as the greatest threat to the U.S., stating there are no 

"terrorists in the world which can change the American way of life or our political 

system... only we can change ourselves." He recommends a renewed emphasis on 
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global "wealth creation, increasing respect for human rights, [and] creating 

democratic institutions" as "perhaps the most effective way to go after terrorists."  

 

Tunisian Rights Activist on DC Visit: Longtime Tunisian human rights activist 

Sihem Bensedrine was visiting DC this week, and POMED had the opportunity to sit 

down with her for a fascinating interview on the state of repression that exists in 

Tunisia.  The following day, Bensedrine spoke on similar issues at an event co-

sponsored by Human Rights First and the Protection Project at SAIS.  The Christian 

Science Monitor observes how “popular anger over U.S. policy in Iraq and the 

Palestinian territories” has undermined U.S.-funded democracy building projects in 

Tunisia have not been successful and ultimately their demise was fueled by “popular 

anger over US policy in Iraq and the Palestinian territories.”   

 

Also Worth Reading 
 

9/11/07, Looking Back, and Ahead: In the Washington Times, Mike Walker  writes 

that a "war of ideas" is raging across the region, and that the U.S. must reach out to 

the world's 1.3 billion Muslims. He argues that America must define itself through 

positive "diplomatic, economic, educational" engagement to prevent terrorists from 

taking advantage of widespread Muslim disaffection with U.S. foreign policy.  

 

http://blog.pomed.org/2007/09/pomed-interview-with-sihem-bensedrine.html
http://blog.pomed.org/2007/09/pomed-notes-democratization-in-middle.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0911/p06s03-wome.html?page=1
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0911/p06s03-wome.html?page=1
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0911/p06s03-wome.html?page=1
http://www.washingtontimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070911/EDITORIAL/109110005/1013

