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Tur key 6 s Ne WnTRasdaysthe duekishtparliament elected Foreign
Minister Abdullah Gul president, capitalizing on the Justice and Development
Party®s (AKP) cepa inluly. arhoegh GlkEswvigtorysvas bardly
unexpected, some observers expressed surprise at the orderly, peaceful, and
overwhelmingly democratic nature of the election, inferring that it may serve as a
powerful example of successful Islamic democracy. Despite continued fears that
Tur ki sh secul arpaviegrthe wag for‘a nadical Iblaenist ifuturg, many
0 b s er ver slibernlpprogressiBeiirhck rscord, and conclude that the conflict is
not between religion and secularism but between an open democracy and introverted

protectionism.

Complex Dynamics in Pakistan:On Wednesday, former Prime Minister Benazir

Bhutto announced that President Musharraf has agreed to resign from his military

post and allow her to return to Pakistan in exchange for another term as president if

re-elected, a proposition that is already seen as potentially merely symbolic.

However, some insiders say Bhutto may be having a change of heart for fear of
alienating the increasing number of Pakist
illegitimate. Regardless of the outcome, Bhutto is capitalizing on continuing, world-

wide interest in democracy promotion in Pakistan, asserting in a recent op-ed that

extremism and terrorism in Pakistan have flourishedunderMu s har raf s di ct at c
and can only be curbed through democratic reform. Former Prime Minister Nawaz

Sharif has been allowed to return to Pakistan, complicating the already turbulent

political sphere.
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Challenges in Irag: On Tuesday, Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki gave an in-depth

interview about the current challenges facing Irag. One of the biggest challenges, of

many taking place right now, is outlined in the National Intelligence Estimate

released Thursday which illustrated that Iraq has failed to forge the political

reconciliation that could lead to long-term security and economic growth. Though

some point to the high-level agreementb et ween five of Il raq“s top
the de-Baathification law as evidence of a renewed commitment to reconciliation, the

Baath Party itself appears unimpressed and has restated a refusal to deal with the Iraqi

leadership until all U.S. and foreign forces leave.

Islam, Secularism, and DemocracyA recent collection of essays examines the
continuing debate over Islam and democracy, specifically addressing the value of
secularism in more closely following the positive principles of Sharia law, discussing
the role of religious observance in democratic governance, examining the perception
of * s e c ul @lponialstnmiportansiermaning society, and applying the
scientific method to conclude that political Islam and secularism are incompatible.
Others remind us that democracy is stifled in the Palestinian West Bank despite the
presence of a vigorous civil society.

Increased Repression in EgyptA sense of disappointment and continued

frustration was voiced this week concerning the Egyptian government“s continued

repression and harassment of its own citizens who try to challenge the authoritarian

regime. This group includes prominent Egyptian sociologist and democracy activist

Saad Eddin Ibrahim and opposition groups like the Muslim Brotherhood who are

currently trying to form a political party. The Egyptian government in the past three

years has stepped up pressure on its critics using a variety of tactics to destroy any

and all opposition. In other news, rumors questioningP r e si dent hddlinbar akds
were circulated, then dispelled by the government.

Mixed Bagon Jordan: As J o Kidgahbdullah Il more aggressively

participates inP r e s i d e nranewdl pushHobas Israeli Palestinian peace

process, t he nation®"s human rights record is ¢
Rights Watch detailing abuses at prisons.

Also Worth Reading

The National Democratic Institute (NDI) recently released a new report highlighting

the findings of an international delegation sent to Morocco in the run up to the

parliamentary elections next week to provide analysis and recommendations for the
development of the democratic political process. The report specifically addresses

the roles of the media, civil society, women and party campaigning. For P OMED" s
continuing local coverage of the Morocco elections, please visit our blog.

The International Republican Institute calls attention to a new survey of Lebanese
attitudes and beliefs about the political environment conducted by the Lebanese
Opinion Advisory Committee and Statistics Lebanon. In the survey, 30% said that
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they supported the opposition, 28.4% said they supported the March 14 coalition,
while those reporting no allegience received the largest percentage: 37%. The survey
also tracks beliefs on the most effective form of government, perceptions of current
leaders and party affiliations. Interestingly, the survey suggests that there has been a
significant drop in support for Hezbollah, even among Shiites.

In Washington
Democracy Promotion: Important voices in the democracy promotion debate

continue to call for a realignment of US rhetoric and actions noting, however, that
popul ar support may not be on ddefmamcracy"s

bysomeas a function of either aitsdpnastsash or e Xxc

well, who point to Turkey"s recent presid
adaptive and universal nature.

Warning Alarms Sounding on Iran: Stridentwar ni ngs about I ran®s
intentions, paired with dismissive assessmentso f US att empts to use
emerged this week as the drumbeat of war seemingly picks up its tempo — much to

the dismay of those who fear that the White House is ratcheting up the tension to

distract from and excuse its failures in Iraq. Examination of the value and efficacy of

sanctions continues, with a detailed look into the economic activities of the Iranian

Revolutionary Guard Corps and a commentary on current Congressional activities

legislating divestment in Iran.

“

Bush and the Generals:Ina consultationp r edi ct ed t President “ sober i
Bush met with the Joint Chiefs of Staff on Friday in preparation for the much-

anticipated mid-September progress reports due from Ambassador Crocker,

General Petraeusand the White House. Though White House officials maintain

that we are seeing significant improvements in Irag, many observers point out that

recent political progress appears to be hollow; manufactured simply for American

consumption. Criticism of Prime Minister Maliki is moderating and increasingly

being tied t o Buasdbstrnegersmin nuttimtewhife Maliknseems e

unable to unite his country, Bush has actively divided his country.

Candidates on Iraq: Presidential candidates continue to expound on visions for
Irag: Bill Richardson details a plan for withdrawing American forces from Iraq
within six months and leaving no residual forces, relying instead on an all-Muslim
UN-sponsored peacekeeping force. John Edwardsdescribes a gradual drawdown
with a renewed focus on Afghanistan and rapid reaction forces in Kuwait and
possibly Jordan. Ru dy Gi uhiefifoaergyn pdlisy adviser, Charles Hill, is seen
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asamajor impetusbe hi nd t hedeaetasmrdmidrada tei"esn “t o keep Ame

of fense”™ ag aSem Glihtontlse taps iota fears ahterforists who are
“out to get us eseries aypolisyiofragpresave dipboyacy” Thand d e
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D.C. think tank community.


http://news.enquirer.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070805/EDIT03/708050325/1090
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=5&article_id=84846
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=5&article_id=84846
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=5&article_id=84846
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/26/AR2007082600906.html
http://www.washingtontimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070827/EDITORIAL/108270018/1013
http://www.washingtontimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070827/EDITORIAL/108270018/1013
http://www.aei.org/publications/pubID.26699,filter.all/pub_detail.asp
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0824/p01s01-wome.html?page=1
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=39061
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC05.php?CID=2649
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/27/AR2007082701340.html
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nation/bal-te.petraeus31aug31,0,2036385.story
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/politics/bulletin/bulletin_070831.htm
http://www.usnews.com/usnews/politics/bulletin/bulletin_070831.htm
http://abuaardvark.typepad.com/abuaardvark/2007/08/the-insurgencys.html
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-ed-maliki26aug26,0,600210.story?coll=la-opinion-leftrail
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/08/28/AR2007082801442.html
http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0708/26/le.01.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/08/26/ftn/main3204658.shtml
http://www.spectator.org/dsp_article.asp?art_id=11816
http://www.concordmonitor.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070825/FRONTPAGE/708250359
http://www.csis.org/smartpower/

Democracy and the Free Market: In the September/October issue of Foreign

Affairs, Michael Mandelbaumd r aws fr om Dieshocewclyd6sesk Godd
Name: The Rise and Risks of the "Wotrol d*s M
discuss the continuing ascendance of democracy throughout the world. Despite U.S.

failures at democracy promotion, Mandelbaum argues that democracy is positively
correlated with t haticgdverranee wilantykiseds and “ de moc
economies |iberalize in the years to come.

Also Worth Reading

The new issue of TheNational Interestarries a number of important additions to the
debate over democracy promotion and foreign policy. Carnegie Endowment “Asr

Hamzawy and Nathan Brown chartthe® mani ¢ debate” over the ri
“Arab ,Sprairgpui ng that such hyperbole *“misse
occurringinthe r egi on. ” | Ted Gates Qampenteraddress€sA T O s

recent US polices of democracy promotion, cont ending, “The presid

when people in the Middle East and people in the West speak of freedom, they have

the same concept in mind. There is virtually no evidence to support that belief. For all

too many people in the Middle East, freedom means the ability to live the way the

local mullah tells them that they ought to.” Former Secretary of State James

Bakermakes the case fotr O6®trligmamngct ¢éndewmax isms
his views that “A foreign preajonaley si mply ro
rationale of concrete interests will not succeed. But our foreign policy will also fail if

it too narrowly focuses on the national interest and disregards the role that democratic

ideals and human rights play in establishing a more secure world. ”
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