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Legislation 

 

Congress is on recess. 

 

 

Committee Hearings 

 

Congress is on recess. 

 

 

In the Middle East 

 

Turkeyôs New President:  On Tuesday, the Turkish parliament elected Foreign 

Minister Abdullah Gül  president, capitalizing on the Justice and Development 

Party‟s (AKP) parliamentary successes in July.  Though Gül‟s victory was hardly 

unexpected, some observers expressed surprise at the orderly, peaceful, and 

overwhelmingly democratic nature of the election, inferring that it may serve as a 

powerful example of successful Islamic democracy.  Despite continued fears that 

Turkish secularism is “withering,”  paving the way for a radical Islamist future, many 

observers note Gül‟s liberal, progressive track record, and conclude that the conflict is 

not between religion and secularism but between an open democracy and introverted 

protectionism. 

 

Complex Dynamics in Pakistan: On Wednesday, former Prime Minister Benazir 

Bhutto announced that President Musharraf has agreed to resign from his military 

post and allow her to return to Pakistan in exchange for another term as president if 

re-elected, a proposition that is already seen as potentially merely symbolic. 

However, some insiders say Bhutto may be having a change of heart for fear of 

alienating the increasing number of Pakistanis who see Musharraf‟s rule as 

illegitimate. Regardless of the outcome, Bhutto is capitalizing on continuing, world-

wide interest in democracy promotion in Pakistan, asserting in a recent op-ed that 

extremism and terrorism in Pakistan have flourished under Musharraf‟s dictatorship 

and can only be curbed through democratic reform. Former Prime Minister Nawaz 

Sharif has been allowed to return to Pakistan, complicating the already turbulent 

political sphere.  
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Challenges in Iraq: On Tuesday, Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki gave an in-depth 

interview about the current challenges facing Iraq. One of the biggest challenges, of 

many taking place right now, is outlined in the National Intelligence Estimate 

released Thursday which illustrated that Iraq has failed to forge the political 

reconciliation that could lead to long-term security and economic growth. Though 

some point to the high-level agreement between five of Iraq‟s top leaders to reform 

the de-Baathification law as evidence of a renewed commitment to reconciliation, the 

Baath Party itself appears unimpressed and has restated a refusal to deal with the Iraqi 

leadership until all U.S. and foreign forces leave.  

 

Islam, Secularism, and Democracy: A recent collection of essays examines the 

continuing debate over Islam and democracy, specifically addressing the value of 

secularism in more closely following the positive principles of Sharia law, discussing 

the role of religious observance in democratic governance, examining the perception 

of “secularism” as a colonialist import undermining society, and applying the 

scientific method to conclude that political Islam and secularism are incompatible. 

Others remind us that democracy is stifled in the Palestinian West Bank despite the 

presence of a vigorous civil society.  

 

Increased Repression in Egypt: A sense of disappointment and continued 

frustration was voiced this week concerning the Egyptian government‟s continued 

repression and harassment of its own citizens who try to challenge the authoritarian 

regime.  This group includes prominent Egyptian sociologist and democracy activist 

Saad Eddin Ibrahim and opposition groups like the Muslim Brotherhood who are 

currently trying to form a political party. The Egyptian government in the past three 

years has stepped up pressure on its critics using a variety of tactics to destroy any 

and all opposition.  In other news, rumors questioning President Mubarakôs health 

were circulated, then dispelled by the government. 

 

Mixed Bag on Jordan:  As Jordan‟s King Abdullah II  more aggressively 

participates in President Bushôs renewed push for an Israeli Palestinian peace 

process, the nation‟s human rights record is challenged by a new report from Human 

Rights Watch detailing abuses at prisons. 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

The National Democratic Institute (NDI) recently released a new report highlighting 

the findings of an international delegation sent to Morocco in the run up to the 

parliamentary elections next week to provide analysis and recommendations for the 

development of the democratic political process.  The report specifically addresses 

the roles of the media, civil society, women and party campaigning.  For POMED‟s 

continuing local coverage of the Morocco elections, please visit our blog. 

 

The International Republican Institute calls attention to a new survey of Lebanese 

attitudes and beliefs about the political environment conducted by the Lebanese 

Opinion Advisory Committee and Statistics Lebanon. In the survey, 30% said that 
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they supported the opposition, 28.4% said they supported the March 14 coalition, 

while those reporting no allegience received the largest percentage: 37%. The survey 

also tracks beliefs on the most effective form of government, perceptions of current 

leaders and party affiliations. Interestingly, the survey suggests that there has been a 

significant drop in support for Hezbollah, even among Shiites. 

 

 

In Washington 

 

Democracy Promotion:  Important voices in the democracy promotion debate 

continue to call for a realignment of US rhetoric and actions noting, however, that 

popular support may not be on democracy‟s side at this point.  The struggle, defined 

by some as a function of either a dearth or excess of “confidence,” has its optimists as 

well, who point to Turkey‟s recent presidential elections as evidence of democracy‟s 

adaptive and universal nature. 

 

Warning Alarms Sounding on Iran:  Strident warnings about Iran‟s power and 

intentions, paired with dismissive assessments of US attempts to use “soft power,” 

emerged this week as the drumbeat of war seemingly picks up its tempo – much to 

the dismay of those who fear that the White House is ratcheting up the tension to 

distract from and excuse its failures in Iraq.  Examination of the value and efficacy of 

sanctions continues, with a detailed look into the economic activities of the Iranian 

Revolutionary Guard Corps and a commentary on current Congressional activities 

legislating divestment in Iran. 

 

Bush and the Generals:  In a consultation predicted to be “sobering,” President 

Bush met with the Joint Chiefs of Staff on Friday in preparation for the much-

anticipated mid-September progress reports due from Ambassador Crocker, 

General Petraeus, and the White House.  Though White House officials maintain 

that we are seeing significant improvements in Iraq, many observers point out that 

recent political progress appears to be hollow; manufactured simply for American 

consumption.  Criticism of Prime Minister Maliki  is moderating and increasingly 

being tied to Bush‟s own performance as observers point out that, while Maliki seems 

unable to unite his country, Bush has actively divided his country.  

 

Candidates on Iraq:  Presidential candidates continue to expound on visions for 

Iraq:  Bill Richardson details a plan for withdrawing American forces from Iraq 

within six months and leaving no residual forces, relying instead on an all-Muslim 

UN-sponsored peacekeeping force.  John Edwards describes a gradual drawdown 

with a renewed focus on Afghanistan and rapid reaction forces in Kuwait and 

possibly Jordan.  Rudy Giulianiôs chief foreign policy adviser, Charles Hill, is seen 

as a major impetus behind the candidate‟s “determination to keep America „on 

offense‟ against terrorism.”  Sen. Clinton also taps into fears of terrorists who are 

“out to get us every single day,” and describes a policy of aggressive diplomacy.  The 

concept of a “smart” blend of soft and hard power continues to gain interest in the 

D.C. think tank community. 
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Democracy and the Free Market:  In the September/October issue of Foreign 

Affairs, Michael Mandelbaum draws from his new book, “Democracy‟s Good 

Name:  The Rise and Risks of the World‟s Most Popular Form of Government,” to 

discuss the continuing ascendance of democracy throughout the world.  Despite U.S. 

failures at democracy promotion, Mandelbaum argues that democracy is positively 

correlated with the free market and “democratic governance will only rise as 

economies liberalize in the years to come.” 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

The new issue of The National Interest carries a number of important additions to the 

debate over democracy promotion and foreign policy.  Carnegie Endowment‟s Amr 

Hamzawy and Nathan Brown chart the “manic debate” over the rise and fall of the 

“Arab Spring,” arguing that such hyperbole “misses gradual but real changes 

occurring in the region.”  In response, CATO‟s Ted Galen Carpenter addresses 

recent US polices of democracy promotion, contending, “The president assumes that 

when people in the Middle East and people in the West speak of freedom, they have 

the same concept in mind. There is virtually no evidence to support that belief. For all 

too many people in the Middle East, freedom means the ability to live the way the 

local mullah tells them that they ought to.”  Former Secretary of State James 

Baker makes the case for “Pragmatic Idealism,” outlining ten maxims to substantiate 

his views that “A foreign policy simply rooted in values without a reasonable 

rationale of concrete interests will not succeed. But our foreign policy will also fail if 

it too narrowly focuses on the national interest and disregards the role that democratic 

ideals and human rights play in establishing a more secure world.” 
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