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Legislation 

 

Congress is on recess. 

 

 

Committee Hearings 

 

Congress is on recess. 

 

 

In the Middle East 

 

Two Votes Down, One to Go?  Turkey held its second round of presidential 

elections on Friday, which once again yielded no definitive results.  However, the 

third round, on Aug. 28, requires only a simple majority and Foreign Minister 

Abdullah Gül is widely expected to win this vote.  Observers note that the strong 

showing of Gül’s Justice and Development Party (AKP) in the July parliamentary 

elections serves as a clear mandate for his presidency, and call on the leader to stand 

by his promises to protect secularism.  Others see Gül’s presumed election as an 

“opportunity to define secularism in the Muslim world as a political system ensuring 

separation of theology and state rather than as an anti-religious ideology.” 

 

An Evolving Crisis in Pakistan:  On Thursday, Pakistan’s Supreme Court 

announced that former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif could return to the country, 

but that he may face the jail time he avoided by leaving the country originally.  Both 

Sharif and former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto  reportedly hope to return to 

Pakistan to reclaim their former offices.  While President Musharrafôs rule is 

sometimes considered an extension of the “pattern of short-term military and 

economic boom leading to long-term social and political doom,” observers are 

increasingly pointing to the unsustainable nature of the current situation, and offer 

hope for a stronger judicial and democratic political system. Pakistan’s Minister of 

Information confirmed this week that Musharraf is intending to resign from his 

military post by the end of the year, while rumors continue to fly about an alleged 

power-sharing deal between Bhutto and Musharraf. 
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Libyan Reforms Promised:  On Tuesday, Sayf al-Islam Gaddafi, son of Colonel 

Muammar Gaddafi, announced a series of political and economic reforms that he 

said would soon be implemented.  Among these are an independent central bank, a 

free media, and a strengthening of political institutions.  Some analysts have long 

approved of the path Libya is taking, believing that the autocratic nature of the 

dictatorship is less important than the slow liberalization of the country.  Others 

bitingly point out the toll such a rule takes in terms of human lives and freedom. 

 

Considering Iraq After Maliki:  As Prime Minister Malikiôs popularity continues 

to plummet, observers are discussing the difficulties surrounding finding a suitable 

replacement.  While there may be a slight chance that a cross-sectarian alliance could 

be built that would have enough votes to remove Maliki through a vote of no-

confidence, others speculate about the possibility of a coup. 

 

Kuwaiti Democracy, a Work in Progress: The Carnegie Endowment has released 

"Kuwait: Politics in a Participatory Emirate," a report by Paul Salem outlining the 

recent democratic successes that have been seen in Kuwait over the past few years, 

including women's suffrage, increased freedom to assemble, liberalized media and 

electoral reform. The report also details the challenges facing the emirate, including 

regional instability, a splintering opposition and weak political institutions.  

 

A Year Ago in Lebanon:  This week’s topic at bitterlemons-international is last 

summer’s war in Lebanon and how the situation looks a year later.  Murhaf Jouejati  

describes the ramifications for Syrian-Israeli relations, Ferry Biederman discusses 

the conflict in terms of regional instability, Yehuda Ben Meir gives the Israeli 

perspective, and Timur Goksel examines UNIFIL’s evolving role in southern 

Lebanon. 

 

Political Islam and Democracy:  The relationship between Islam and democracy 

continues to be thrashed out, whether as part of a “deep philosophical dispute about 

the nature of democracy” or an expression of fears that democratization is “a new 

form of colonialism or imperialism.”  Those who believe that there is value in 

engaging with political Islam, advise groups like the Muslim Brotherhood to remain 

in the political process, tempering extremist actions and engaging international 

Western audience.  

 

Disputed Negotiations:  Discussions between Palestinian President Mahmoud 

Abbas and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak  are stirring speculation over 

potential terms of agreement emerging through negotiations, agreements that some 

observers say depend on the abilities of weakened leaders to marshal support from 

contrary constituencies.  Meanwhile, a survey of Palestinian attitudes released 

Thursday shows strong Gazan support for Fatah.  

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

Dr. Saad Eddin Ibrahim writes a poignant op-ed in the Washington Post describing 

the "unchecked" repression in Egypt under the Mubarak  regime. Ibrahim says 

Mubarak has made "skillful use of Egypt's role in the Arab-Israeli peace process," and 
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has played on American fears of instability in the Middle East, receiving billions in 

aid from the U.S.  However, he writes, much of this money goes to repressing 

domestic opposition groups and dissidents.  Underlining this claim, two opposition  

members of the Egyptian Parliament were arrested on Thursday and released on bail 

Friday. 

 

 

In Washington 

 

Bush as Democracyôs ñDissidentò:  President Bushôs characterization of himself as 

a “dissident” in the world of democracy promotion raised a few eyebrows around 

Washington this week as some observers term his “gripes about bureaucrats” as little 

more “than a wink-nod excuse for the president’s own decision to compromise his 

vision of promoting democracy,” with US foreign policy to Pakistan serving as a 

clear contradiction to Bush’s claims.  Despite a theory that holds that security must be 

the cornerstone of our diplomatic efforts, some analysts believe that democracy 

promotion has become institutionalized within our government and “will long outlive 

this president’s tenure,” unless – some say – Rudy Giuliani  is elected. 

 

Engaging Iran:  On Tuesday Iranian-American academic Haleh Esfandiari was 

released on bail from the Evin prison in Tehran, and rumors circled that fellow 

detainee Kian Tajbakhsh  may soon be released as well, signaling a change in what 

some call a strategy in “extreme psychological warfare.” Also widely discussed was 

last week’s proposal by the White House to add the Iranian Revolutionary Guard 

Corp to the terror list; a move applauded by those who see this as an effective way to 

increase economic pressure as well as those who believe the economic impact is 

exaggerated, but approve of the tougher rhetoric.  In what some call a “neocon 

obsession with waging war against Iran as soon as possible,” critics of diplomatic 

engagement continue the attack, highlighting Tehran’s perceived “fanatical 

convictions.”  Others believe that Iran is a complex country with a large portion of the 

population supportive of the US and that diplomacy is an effective tool not often 

enough used by the Bush Administration. 

 

Bush Legacy Potential:  President Bush’s most recent Middle East initiative is 

incurring some flak for its insistence on dividing the region into “good Cowboys” and 

“bad Indians.”  Responding to concerns over competing priorities between countries 

and groups in the region, a course of “multi-bilateralism” is proposed to open 

simultaneous dialogue tracks.  Secretaries Rice and Gatesô recent trip to Sharm el 

Sheikh to push forward on the initiative was seen as yielding disappointing results. 

 

Stand by Your Man?  Prime Minister Malikiôs ability to rule, as well as his 

relationship with the Bush Administration  continues to be heavily scrutinized, as US 

officials express frustration over the lack of political progress in Iraq.  This shift in 

rhetoric strikes some as an attempt to turn Maliki into a “scape-goat” or “punching 

bag for American failures,” a move criticized as “cynical politics, pure and simple” 

 

The Iraq Policy Battle:  Though the battlefield for the September Crocker-Petraeus 

report is ostensibly in Congress, rhetoric is also heating up in the media.  A recent op-
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ed premised on the notion that “we just might win” in Iraq came under heavy fire last 

week for what some allege is a lack of journalistic integrity – namely, failing to report 

the large degree to which their trip to Iraq was orchestrated by the military and the 

writers’ credentials as “critics” of the war.  Other critics blast US policy options, 

considering the “soft-partition” plan a recipe for genocide. 

 

Lebanon Presidential Elections Threatened:  A report this week indicates that 

conflicts in Lebanon threaten next month’s presidential election, slated to occur Sept. 

25, with some on the ground saying, “Everybody is awaiting the positions of the 

Americans and the influential regional states…All the talk on the local level is just to 

pass time."  Policy advice to D.C. also attests to the strong influence that Washington 

holds over Lebanon’s democratic potential.  

 

U.S. Role in Pakistanôs Failure:  Reflecting on India and Pakistan’s recent 60
th
 

anniversaries of independence, analysts compare the two, noting that Pakistan’s 

failure is a result “of consistent U.S. decisions to apply short-term solutions to one of 

the world's most serious long-term problems,” not least valuing Musharraf’s 

purported support against extremism over democratic reforms; playing into fears most 

recently repeated by Republican presidential candidate Fred Thompson.  

 

UN Back in Iraq:  Last week, the UN Security Council acquiesced to US pressures, 

updating its mandate within Iraq to help control sectarian violence.  Observers 

comment on the symbolism of multilateral legitimacy bestowed by this effort to 

“internationalize” reconstruction attempts, an aspect that is being increasingly 

acknowledged as crucial to success. 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

Arvind Subramanian  presents a critical examination into the value of foreign aid, 

noting, “Giving aid is like looking for the lost key under the lamppost because that is 

the easiest thing to do.”  Subramanian warns that such aid can harm not only 

beneficiary countries’ economies but also damage emerging or struggling 

democracies by making leaders less accountable to their populations.  Instead, he 

recommends, increase funding for research and development addressing developing 

world problems and decrease immigration restrictions for the poorest countries. 
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