‘ PROJECT
* Middle East
Democracy

www. pomed. org ¢ P.O. Box -8583533 ¢ W:

Weekly Digest 11/26 —12/3

Legislation

No legislation this week as Congress was out of session.

Committee Hearings

No committee meetings this week.

In Washington

Mixed Perspectves on Annapolis:The big news of the week was the Middle East peace

conference in Annapolis, Maryland, seen by some as representing a victory for the Bush

administration, particularly due to the participation of Arab League countries including Syria

and Saudi Arabia. One pundit noted that “ All credit for this remarkable gathering goes to

Bush. l't'"s his babgyraewhis!| ande¢hdoppbrasiyigelh i ans t he
ours, an opportunity that we dare not passup. Anot her c¢r i tsignificancech | vy zed t
Pr es i de nopening rersatksd s a nd s laward to HedMem take possession of the

peace process,” but he did not do this. “1lns
7 years.” However, s o meconsfatablycleardd theslowtaaaf , t he n
expectations that had been setforit. ” Ot h e r Awnamlés is just tie &irst step” a n d

t hat “real progress in the Middl e E#est wil/l

the meeting. Al so, s ome ar ¢hinkuof tigsimeeting as thedbeaginningeof s t o
something, not the end. ”

However, critics contend that, “ The signs are not encouraging if we are to judge the players

by their actions, ” i n whi ch “Bush and Rice have spoker
commitment to a Palestinian state, but have simultaneously pursued policies throughout the
Mi ddl e East that do sever al things at once t

t he peac edograedehtoriyshagv. & Y et  qivelihe pease sisnaiya
chance,” and that “It's easy to be cynical, but Annapolis does matter. ” Al s o, some not
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“The players at the Annapolis confamandcdarntep
“Together, they c arpeaamforcegsuchaban .y’ f@tnhde rod fwaarnn
“the Bush administration is serious in its current efforts the US must have a Plan B in case

the just-completed Annapolis talks fail. * Mor eover, one analyst com
of Arab states in the meeting and said “The
seriously with t hEhisiSasignifieam Ardbmat@nepkid pulléyrigoutt hat  “
of the circle .0f Alreqg,ecdnee nodsgdreirsat"egt emsdtt erdd & rh

encouragingandimpor t ant because of its relationship
Bush administration is finally coming around to the thinking that it is important to talk both
with your friends and with your enemiesi s certainly a step in the

US Aid to Pakistan: According to some, de$pite the current pressure from Washington,

General Musharraf will act in line with his own interests because he believes that America

needs him more for waging the war on terror
than suspending military aid, PresidentBush “should declare that Gen. Musharraf has lost

the confidence of the Uni t.edOtShteart¥¥ess’u gagneds tgi“v
shoul d..stop blindly supporting President Peryv
s er vi c @éAsin Ifaq, wweshduld‘make financial support contingent on benchmarks. ”

Others reacted to a Pentagon proposal to sponsor and underwrite alliances between the

Pakistani army and tribal fighters, arguing, Before the Pentagon goes any further, Bush must

work a lot harder to restore democracy, * whi ch i s “the best hope f
t hat would make Pakistan an even more hospit

Opinions on Recent and PastJS Initiatives in Iraq: Last week, the Bush administration
and Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri Maliki announced they will begin negotiating a long-term

agreement that will set the terms of Washing
response to this i nTihtei anteiw e ,n iotniea toibvsee rsvheart tsea
constitutional constraints... f such guarantees don"t require
constitutional separation of powersis at an end” because “The Con
Congress must get into the act before we make sweeping commitments in the name of the

nation.” Ot her anpfanheyrsitcead'csa mamepdt pdnidhas ™ “vi ew
too Baghdad-centric. This year, they have judged whether the US surge succeeded almost

solely by looking atviolence | evel s i n the city.”

Discussing Washingtod Relationship with Tehran: One observer argues that while there

i s a divergence bet ween Te hthesparringgcapithls I9d s hi ngt o
more like mirror images than polar opposites” because “both Il ranians a
take an i mperi al view” and “use past r’esentn
Others responded to calls for military strikes against] r an “ s n u cbysaymg,“ Ay i | i t i
attempt to | aunch a massive attack on |l ran®“s

another futii e Mi dd| e E a s ttheWSrshouldanstead’c oanrsd ddffbctavdt h e -

role of deterrence. 'Inthis context, apunditreactstoS e nat or Bar semakkth@b amads
he would talk directl yctomsAmnenmi cga”osdlssmoniesltd ae I
in a reversal of an assessment made two years ago, a just-released National Intelligence

Estimate has concluded that Iran halted its nuclear weapons program as early as 2003.
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Debating the US Response to Lebanese Politidghe political crisis in Lebanon has taken

on anot heri spte’r pslaeyxsi nogn ethengridlecled parlamenthas n t hat
agreedtochooset he countryods top g¢asisaextaresidentMi chlee Sul
observer notes that while Suleiman was “hand
He z b o thd West will grobably recognize Suleiman, ” however, they warn
“should not allow Lebanon to agaafldbySyrec ome gr
and I ran.” Meanwhi highljghtsaha cortcelngof sonee bebamesewhoa t o r

c | ai mAnteritaavbuld father break Lebanon* s f r agi |l e democracy i n
respect .Hezboll ah” as a political party.

White House Hints atTrouble in Afghanistan: L a s t ¥ &/kitk Housé assessment of

the war in Afghanistan has concluded that wide-ranging strategic goals that the Bush
administration set f'orl n200k% ploanwsee n ot tlkhd esn amcd
pundi t s ai dissigmficantéhé US @atiomadisectirity community is increasingly

honest about its failures. ”

Also Worth Reading

In a Los Angeles Timesticleent i t Graomingthe Next Ahmad Chalabi, Alan
Weismanassertsthat Ri ¢ h a r dhe pomtrmbndor the heoconservatives® drive for
regime change throughout the Middle East, i5 “again propping up regime-toppling Mideast
dissidents who lack credibility.”

In the Middle East

Wi | | Gener al Sul ei man Fi | lastweaklihapolgical@rsisi®Pr esi de
Lebanon peaked when parliamentarians failed to elect a new head of state to replace

President Emile Lahouddue to a lack of the required quorum. Consequently, some are

deemi ng #&nrhiceocogmrof the reggonal’ power struggle between the United States,

Iran and Syria. ”  ofhersthad a different account of the presidential vacuum, arguing that

senior leadersofthema j or ity coalitibeacdwose thhe fracndtt
election did not happen may have been precisely what the majority, or certain leaders in the
maj ori ty, i nt kebaheseArmed BorcescCemmarde General Michel

Suleimanhas emerged “as a seriplUst bHappeapskattieer f or
Lebanese constitution will need to be amended to allow for the election of the head of the

military to the presidency. However,one observer notes “ Whichever
Maronites,andL ebanon“s Chr i st i ennasltheirdhinigngwhenrital , need
comes to their national political role” because “Each presidenti al

destroying what remains of Christian infl uen
Despite Musharrafés Anno @ftechenpevwrnisfora Tur mo i | F

second term as president, Pervez Musharraf announced he would lift his state of emergency
on December 16"a n d  “ E | edowillingp wilkbe hel@on January 8" according to the
Constitution..” Despite the announcement, “an
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par ti es ..l eedmebvinistér dlawareSharif, said they supported a boycott of the
parl i amentary elections in protest of the

| a

The I nfluence of | rRecentdyshe I€dinh $higteclerg im lra, e ader s :

Ayatollah Ali Sistani, banned the Kkilling of Iraqis, particularly the Sunnis, and he urged
Shiites to protect their Sunni brothers. Accordingtooneanalysttt he si gni fi canc

e 0

comment i s “di.f"f iMourleto vteor , 0 vaenrdShelidetAlemede | i gi ous

Abdul Ghafour al-Samarraie, ha$ called for tens of thousands of Sunni Arab fighters,
allied to US forces in the fight against al-Qaeda, to be integrated into the reqular security

forces” because “The f atse nooft tdheefsien e7d0 ,aON0d0 ime nmu s

Meanwhile, other observers note that refugees are returningtolragb ut ista'ys t ough
resettle them without worsening sectarian divisions. ”

Saudi Arabiads Undemd®Adn @&tnitd ohudisc ibali ngy gt

t o

.l

recently handed down by a court in the Saudi

authorities there ordered that a 19-year-old woman be lashed 200 times and jailed for six
months after she was kidnapped atknife-p oi nt and raped by seven
pundit says “the court deci si on Anabial umi nat
discrimination against women, discrimination against Shi*a Muslims and other religious

minorities, and arbitrary procedures in the Saudi legal system. Anot her obS$her ver

Qatif case is only one of many to have raised eyebrows” a b oSaudi legalrsystem. Other
critics maintain that gender apartheid is taking place in Saudi Arabia “ b u tintetndtianal
communitywat ches quietly and does nothing.

Electionsin Algeria: Prior to the Algerian elections that took place last week, observers
not ed t Imsbeen a'signifieant rése in public involvement over the campaign period,
and that “people are more motivated this

me
es

S

tin

with this asser tAigeoian vorairemaimodsillusidnali nb ¢ hauws ¢ “t he

candidates®™ promises ,ring hollow", and
l ast.” Alhgehiea®esndrul ing Nati onal Liberatd.
a turnout of 43 percent, which was above the record low of 35 percent of registered voters

who took part in the parliamentary election earlier this year. Recently, Algerian Prime

Minister Abdelaziz Belkhademannounced that President Abdelaziz Bouteflikawill soon

seek to amend the constitution to run for a third term.

Tunisian Journalist Detained: Analysts commented on the detention of Tunisian freelance
journalist, Slim Boukhdhir , known for his published criticism of President Zine El

peo

on

AbidineBenAiand members of the first f amid vy. Supr

the Tunisian authorities to stop hounding Slim Boukhdir who has been harassed for years”

and “has saifdler@ndd fomfai ci al pressur e, physic
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Rafiah Al-Talei, in the Daily Star, notes the especially low participation of women in
politics in the Middle East and discusses some factors that have caused this. She also looks at
possible solutions including quotas, international training, and a ministry of women.

Sami Moubayedwriting from Damascus for Post Globalrgue s  tDbnedracy ‘tannot be

achieved by pressing a button. It has to start with a correct mindset and with education. * He

goesontosayt hat “ One can be free and stil] be con
mean wearing short skirts, drinking alcohol,
suggests “Freedom comes fr omngsireliledidng good bo

watching different societies..
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