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Legislation

On Monday, Rep. Allen Boyd(D-FL) introduced H.CON.RES.243, supporting the efforts of
the Irag Neighbors Process Ministerial meeting and encouraging the ongoing engagement of
the international community to stabilize Iraq and achieve peace in the Middle East, which
was referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

On Monday, Sen. Gordon H. Smith(R-OR) introduced S.RES.358, expressing the
importance of friendship and cooperation between the United States and Turkey, which was
referred to the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

On Thursday, Sen. Barack ObamaD-IL) introduced S.J.RES.23, clarifying that the use of
force against Iran is not authorized by the Authorization for the Use of Military Force against
Irag, any resolution previously adopted, or any other provision of law, which was referred to
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

Committee Hearings

The Armed Services CommittegHouse 10/30): The Oversight and Investigations
Subcommitteeheld a hearing to receive testimony on Stabilization and Reconstruction
Operations: Learning from the Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) Experience.
Witnesses included Ms. Celeste Ward Deputy Assistant Secretary, Stability Operations
Capabilities, U.S. Department of Defense; Ambassador John E. Herbst Coordinator,
Office of Reconstruction and Stabilization, U.S. Department of State; Mr. Joseph A.
Christoff, Director, International Affairs and Trade Team, U.S. Government Accountability
Office (GAO); and Ms. Janet St. Laurent Director, Defense Capabilities and Management
Team, GAO. Chairman Vic Snyder (D-AR) made an opening statement.

In Washington

Debating U.S. Policy Toward Iran: While some US allies welcome the new escalation of
US pressures on | ran, critics argue that the
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of the Revolutionary Guards as a terrorist organization and to impose new sanctions on Iran

“is a risky proposition that may pave the way to a military showdown...” Senator Chuck

Hagelsent a private letter to President Bushin which he urged "direct, unconditional, and

comprehensive talks with the Government of Iran.” Also, one pundit responded to President

Bush’ s r emdanmleavortd ivdr 11IT suggesting that the President “tone down

the rhetoric” and of fer | ran t'y |geuaar anetweae sd’s taon dg isveec
ambitions. Mohamed E| Baradei director of the International Atomic Energy Agency,

of fered his assessment ofWetarbmottalkingaboutleem nucl e a
today having a nuclear weaponas Secr et ary Rice said recently
continue to work through c rTepgptesidentel di pl omacy.
contenders offered their opinions on Iran including the possibility of military strike versus

further multinational diplomacy combined with economic incentives and sanctions.

What the U.S. Faces in Iraq: According to analysts, the® Uni t ed St ates cannot
muddle through in Irag hoping that things will somehow get better. Drifting along has severe
consequencesectrityr” Aimeali wdi’ g smoving us furthe
stable Irag. Additionally, pundits debated the moral and political consequences of withdrawal

from Irag in which one declare dgivén the robust nature of this U.S. obligation to Iragis and

the immensity of the task of nation building that the United States willfully undertook,

prospects for success in Irag should be meas

Secretary Rie Visits Turkey: Last week, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rideaveled to

Turkey to meet with Turkish President Abdullah Gul, Prime Minister Rajab Tayyip

Erdogan, and Foreign Minister Ali Babacan. The Secretary assured her Turkish colleagues

that in regard to the PKK terrorist group, "no one should doubt the commitment of the United
States to this issue,” affirmingt hat t he US and Turkey “have a ¢

acommon approach."™ One commeingda@a'tort rhiap itev eBunt
the clearest signal to date that our attempts to compartmentalize the problems of the Middle
East, t o deal with each crisis and issue as if

US Efforts for Israeli & Palestinian Peace:While President Bushhas attempted to
reinvigorate the Israeli and Palestinian peace process by calling for a international peace
conference to take place naoti sorflayy It,o0 os olmet talreg

“too” |l@ttlkeer s argue that | sraeli andimPal estin
American mediation, as opposed to sporadic visits by Secretary Ricea n d  if Anaapolis*
is to produce something more than a piece of paper and aphotoop,” t he Ubha8%a shoul d

Mideast peace envoy that could work on the peace process full time.

Commentary on Democracy Promotion: A group of critics addressed the topic of
democratization posedinNo r ma n P o ddokowoerdt\Wardl\é. The Long Struggle

against Islamofascisimwhi ch Podhor etz argues “democratiz
perhaps even the only way to defeat | sl amof a
spreadi ng de mo dtwidl baye toiinsorpdrate allsveihave Ieasneel sinte he

for mul ®theesdrguatth.a’t “i1t i s a mistake to push fo
first developed therule of laworstrong st at e i ntsh aléttiofs do maties, " aansd

“li beralism cannot exi stotharsatsdito bt f lf ebeelbvectiyi
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American campaign to champion democratic change in Egypt and in other key states in the

Arab Middle Easti s over ,” and that “regardless of wh
US presidential campaign ends up in the White House, it is highly likely that Washington
willr ef rain from any further calls for regi me

Also Worth Reading

Il n | ast we ek FOGRAW,POMED's Dieedioa df Advoadcy, Stephen

Mclnerney, was f eat ur ed iawhiclahedddreSddth eT lgiurelsen on, *
Islam Compatible with Democracy? ” St seidothe answer "is certainly yes," while

Ayaan Hirsi Ali_took a different perspective.

In the Middle East

Musharraf Suspends Constitution:Last week, Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf

suspended Pakista n ° s ¢ o forghe first timé sinee Musharraf seized power in a 1999

coup. Mu s h ar r a fcamsas the Supreme Gosirt was nearing a decision on the legality

ofhisre-el ecti on as president while also serving
supreme court justices apparently announced that they reject the state of emergency, ” and

“Chief Justice Chaundryhas been removed from his post because he refused to take a new

oath of office under a provisional rcyonssti tut
replacement is another Supreme Court justice who is a supporter of Musharraf. Some say

“the move is hardly surprising considering the chaos engulfing Pakistanatthe mo ment .
Secretary of State Condoleezza Ricéas stated that the U.S. will review the status of aid to
Pakistan, while observers debate the "mini-martial law" of General Pervez Musharrafs
Provisional Constitutional Order and his "ability to remain in power over the long term."

Inside Iraq: One analyst argues that the Iraqi lack of social capital - how much people in a

community feel responsible for each other - is hindering the development process in Iraq. He
asserts, “1t s e ebmabletabuysiabiit bng natiortal aetoncivagion imi | |

l rag.” Another critic says national reconci |l
will begin only when the flawed electoral system that was created after the fall of Saddam

Hussein is changed. Also, some Shi’a members of the Iragi Parliament distributed a map
depicting a federal Iraq, declaring “Federalism is our one path to freedom and security.

Omani Elections: Last week, Omani citizens voted for representatives to their country's
consultative council, which serves in an advisory role to the monarch and government

mi ni st ers. Des piQmenissaytey ate gemanally satdsfiepvotiwtier s |,
council. * Mor eover, despite a r eoovomerdwomageatbner of f
the council. Although Omani women did not win any seats, a high voter turnout has been

hailed as a positive sign by Oman's government. One observer contrasts the Omani results

with Argent i nai’'ns wheiccehn tfist éghabnptesidecbwasslected.

Iran's Upcoming Parliamentary Elections:Oneanalystpoi nt s out that “ Was|
caught up with the debate about whether to bomb Iran or not that very little attention is being
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gi v en upamirg padiamentary election in March2008. * She dawserts that

parliamentary elections“ wi | | probably be a forerunner to
that will also be prevalent during the 2009
public opinion and argued that it is valuable to know how Iranians view the Iranian regime

and its nuclear ambitionsb ecause US actions “ mi ghttheiei t her
|l eaders..or, alternatively, encourage their d

Turkey Taking Action: Re por t s | as tTurkisk @hra helieopted gurtshipa t
have fired into Kurdish Workers Parngty ( PKK)
one anal y sitastéphpinghe @idding Torkish-Kurdish confrontation. ” ®t her
poi nt dukeyappehrasdt to Begin measures that would amount to the economic

isolation of northern Irag (the Kurdistan Regional Government) to apply pressure on the

KRG to bring the PKK tloagwaeametheUSfalMetoeakyv er , due
down on Kurdish gueril |l as, foogmeeclosertieswithits ar gues
neighbors, ” | i ke | r an and heSealchallange fafrig Muekeysstoi nsi st t h

“maintain a working democracy by keeping the military out of politics”

Muslim Br otherhood in Syria and Egypt Last week, the head of Syria's Muslim

Brotherhood, Ali Sadraddin Bayanouni, a n n o u n c MRBIs entbtaca df derhobray *“

means that it will accept a woman or Christian becoming president of Syria if they are

elected to the poastitibe. EgApsioansi@dmel smyBtit &t

i ssued draft of its first ever political par
plenty of reason to take notice” because it
public policy program espousing freedom of expression and pluralistic politics. ” Still SO

argue that t he seddsraifedsigmlg aboulythe mdveanént's pohitioal *
views and positions.

Lebanonds PresiOhentieplor E| Kouse Speaker Mabih Betia t

and parliamentary majority leader Saad Hariri have been consulting with their respective

parl i amentary blocs about pot eRrdasideatlEmier esi den
Lahoudwh o’ s term of fi ci al™ Howeeex despite these initiativesN 0 v e mb e
s 0 me dherghas @ot been enough tangible progress to suggest that the political

deadl ock wi I | be broken anytime soon.” Amids
are warning of the multitude of assassination accusations that abound in Lebanon.

Coming Elections in Jordan: On November 20th, Jordanians will head to the polls to elect
representatives to the Chamber of Deputies. One commentator pointsoutth at “ Al t hough
opposition parties will participate, they are not expected to win more than 20 percent of the

seats. This is largely due to Jordan's electoral law, which adopts the one person, one vote
principle.” Al so, *“ Thledan'skrbest political p&tg, has on Fr on't
dismissed five of its members because they decided to run in parliamentary elections as
independent s.”

Reform in the Gulf? Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University in Riyadh began an
Internet offensive against a campus awareness campaigni n t he U. S. agai nst
Someseethisas “one of ma n the Saudicae aténtive to Westesn critidisen t
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of their doctrine and regime. ” Ot h etrhse p‘rgaciosde news” t hat “For
history, the rich countries of the Arab Gulf are setting aside more money for education than

for arms. "Also, POMED and Freedom House co-sponsored a panel discussion on Capitol

Hill examining the state of political reform and human rights in the Arab Gulf States.

Israeli and Palestinian Public Opinion: Despite being a democratic country, one observer
maintains that "Israeli public opinion is subjected to systematic intimidation by competing

ideol ogi cal parties or rival political | eade
priorities.” Additionally, o tIdnaelirPaestisismy t hat e
conflicti s “filtered through the | ens of politic:
vi ol ence.” As s setadide thepdiiteal raetorac arel Histen td whay tbeu

average Palestinianand | srael iuthlulfyi wantbat “tylbei r desi
Another observer points out that Mizrahim Jews of Middle-Eastern descent, are a marginal

minority in Israel’s academic world, and thi

homogenous academicworldd oes not provide for diversity o
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