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Legislation

No relevant legislation this week

Committee Hearings

No relevant committee meetings this week

In Washington

Countdown to Annapolis: Last week, the Bush administration issued formal invitations to

40 countries and organizations to attend the meeting in Annapolis, in which one commentator

S a i Tdhe long‘drawn-out route that State Department officials followed before making the
acknowledgment reflected the high-stakes gamble that the administration is taking, as well as

the unsettled nature of the outcome.” Some analysts voiced their skepticism for the

Annapol i s me d&history g anpaguide, the meetidg,will Yield unsatisfactory

results, Israel will be blamed for failing to make the requisite concessions, and the Bush

administration will be widely and sharply criticized forits,, f ai | ur e "Atotherenga g e
analyst focuses on the likelihood of success for the meeting, commenting, “ 1 don®"t wani
despair although Ehud Olmert, the Israeli prime minister, is beset by criminal

investigations, and President George W. Bushs forlorn, and the only man who makes both

these leaders look strong is the Palestinian president, Mahmoud Abbaswho controls only

the West Bank wing of his national movement .

Questioning the US Approach ¢ Lebanon: Andrew Exum and POMED's director of

advocacy, Stephen Mclnerneyargue that the U.S. tendency to view Lebanon only “through

the lens of confrontation with Iran” prevents effective, coherent policy toward Lebanon.

Mor eover, anot htere pWiS dg d s istaiyesn tighimattsthd “ t carry
Lebanese these days mostly because of its role in Israel’'s invasion last year, when American

of ficials did | ittl e Alsp accomingloionegoseveo st op t he
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“Lebanon remains the one bright hope in the Bush administration's waning attempts to

promote democracy in the Middle East, ” W thetoppdsition prevails, then Syria and Iran

will have gained extra regional leverage at the expense of the US losing its Levantine

t oehol das$ ktbitdoaelacksin Lebanons o meone®" s way of getti ng
agenda when the USA, Israel, and representatives from key Arab States meet in Annapolis

this week? ”

Debating the US Response tBakistan: As instability persists in Pakistan, analysts suggest

t hat it wstoategicaly pnudent to Wwighdralv our forces from an improving situation

in Iraq to cope with a deteriorating one in Pakistan, ” y et , t hey maintain t1l
about “ omiltaryfogiensiinb IPeaki st an, shouAdsAtewfteal |y
and classified American military proposal outlines an intensified effort to enlist tribal leaders

in the frontier areas of Pakistan in the fight against Al Qaeda and the Taliban, * whi ch i s
“model ed in part on a similar effort by Amer
been hailed as a great succ klmveverisomeafei ghti ng f
skeptical of this proposal. Another commentator saysthatPr esi dent Pervez @ Mu:
seems to be onEgyptarePresident&losp Mibardk aisn whi ch “ Mub
has survived by presenting America with a choice: his own oppressive, military rule or the

triumph of t©Ohdelrs| asmiyst fi.at tidrgearsBasmadetha d mi ni st
mistake of wedding itself to Gen. Musharraf rather than working to strengthen the country's

secular institutions...” Also, notingt hat t he Mu s fiha recipiant of neadygblime i s
billion of U.S. aid sAmercaaciti@ehsWhosetaXdollarsare pundi t
being used to prop up this ruthless and corrupt regime should demand an accounting of how

their money is being spent. "Meanwhile, Musharraf rejected a U.S. call to end emergency

rue, saying the current restrictions won"t un
to stop the nuclear-armed nation descending into chaos.

Surge in Diplomacy Now Needed®ne analyst remarks,  “cleat thatthe surge by U.S.

troops has really dampened Sidoiwemwreeda n | r agq,
surge in diplomacy to finish the job? Moreover, another analyst addresses war critics who

claim that Iraq“s failure to pass benchmark
that the US strategy has freondiliationstoulddneas ay s, “ F
persuading the peoples of Iraq to address their problems and power struggles peacefully,

through a political process rather than through violence...”

Commentaryon t he A Mi | i tlram: Sgomdamue thad amilitarfy aption toward

l ran should be kept on the table because " At
weapons are | ess effect i v enusivbeatlabt @sart "thel®, ” howe
arguet hat crippling Iran®s nucl e aNothimelewil am by

stop Tehran. S o me mamilitaty aption toward kah is not feasible because “the
collateral damage inflicted by the [Iragq] war on America's relationships with the rest of the
world is a lot deeper and broader than most Americans have realized,” as such, she asks
“What, then, are we left with?” One pundit responds to this question and says deterrence is
the answer.
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Iraq, Turkey, & the Kurds: One anal y s Aconliationnraq's ortherrt front

would be disastrous for the United States, as it could destabilize the one region in the country

with any modicum of stability.” As suchithe wogQulespdt.t’ing US t
Mor eover, anot herTurkewthedtakds arehighy s b & clafdaars &  “

northern Irag could become a permanent base for the PKK, especially if Iraq is partitioned.”

In the Middle East

Lebanon After Lahoud : Last week, following the departure of President Emile Lahoud

with no elected successor,s 0 me ar e kebayon hasgntetedha @etilou$ and

unprecedented constitutional vacuum...” Consequent | y, Soavheedogsthis di t as
leave us? 'Moreover, in light of the emergentpowerva c uum anot herthemosiser ver
predictable pressures will come from Lebanese Maronites, for whom the presidency is
reservedmeanahAttasrewgr si ed that in the mihedst of t
opposition could take to the streets, name a rival government or take up arms against the

government. Some say the agreement to postpone Par
we eikavérywisemove” and that it has “defused some
country. * Ho,weHezrb o | |tratHailuve o reacteagreerient on a new president in

the week ahead could leave the divided country without a head of state for a long time.”

Some say that “Lebanon is on the brink of be
and extern a | pol ar i z $peculaton i3 rifeannlebandn ithat $ome*“countries might

see benefit in igniting such a fire. In addition, one observer argued that both sides of the

political divides eek t o find a consensus candidate 1in
di sappoi nti ng Alengtfy periothat nom-denmolratic rie das darigerously

eroded Lebanese democracy. ”

Results from Jor dan 6 Suppuders bf JomameKing Abdullah IE1 e ct i on
defeated the country's Islamist opposition last week in parliamentary elections which

consequently dropped their number of seats in parliament by nearly two-thirds. Prior to the

election, the Islamic Action Front (IAF), which is the main opposition, threatened to boycott

the polls because they argued electoral law ensures independents will win most seats. Also,

ahead of the election, the polls suggested a low votert ur n o ut gfoveing Austratien o f

and disenchantment among voters.” Mor eover, Jordan played down
in which Interior Minister Eid al -Fayezs ai d t he authoriti dred arrest
tobuyvotes, ” but said ot herwise voting was troubl

candidates there were a record number of 199 women.

Arab Participation at Annapolis: In the final days leading up to the Annapolis meeting the
Arab League, including Saudi Arabia and Syria have agreed to attend. However, according to

one observer, the Annapolis meeting is unco
S u g g & Artnapolis'is a confused and murky process, the Arab world should respond to it
with clarity and confidence. ” Me a PRalashiniah Aathority President Mahmoud Abbas

has called f or Galwoaghtsowdia nwahsihierstrongessical yettfoo b e
theirremova. One pundi t has cuaderdtaeddole Aud bisgusdéd. T e mar k
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Musharraf Deemed Eligible for Presidency L a st we e k newlyappkinted t an * s

Supreme Court issued a ruling affirmingPr esi dent Per presidentidus harraf o
eligibility, while imprisoned opposition leader Imran Khan began a hunger strike. Most

recently, Musharraf has allowed Former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to return to

Pakistan after being exiled to Saudi Arabia and now Sharif prepares to register for

parliamentary elections although he says he will boycott the vote unless Musharraf ends

emergency rule. Moreover, in response to the political chaos and power struggle between
Musharraf and Benazir Bhutto one pundit argu
s oci et yWithauts stréndnaadtindependent judiciary, Pakistan, a nuclear-armed state,

will forever be at the mercy of dictators and power-hungry politicians. ”

Assessing Security iflraq: Despite persistent sectarian tensions in the Iraqi government,
Sunnis and Shiites are collaborating at the local level to protect their communities from
militants by way of a US backed policing movement called Concerned Citizens, which some
t h i nakgenuins public expression of reconciliation that has outpaced the elected

g o v e r nprogressofi mending the sectarian rift.” However, one critic questions this
optimism about the good sign emerginginlraga n d n o tthereshave bleea & nuniber of

Ll ul ' s* i 8i nchlmdther Obée@er analyzes Mogtada al-Sadr, claiming that
descriptionsof himas“ avAtmér i can provocateur "selfesslfd a “nat i
servi ng t he i nt er @ebdthsinacoufate.a | | Il raqi s ..m

Also Worth Reading

The new issue of the Middle East Report has been released, including articles on youth and

politics by Ted Swedenburgand Marc Lynch a n @lgetia's transition to uncertainty” by

James McDougall

An article in The EconomisiescribeshowPr esi dent Mah mo u‘tharddne madi ne
populism” is increasingly at odds with, and wielded against, his fellow conservatives in the

Iranian establishment.
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