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Legislation 

 

On Monday, H.RES.435, sponsored by Rep. Ron Klein (D-FL), expressing concern relating 

to the threatening behavior of the Iranian regime and its leader Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and 

the activities of terrorist organizations sponsored by that regime in Latin America, was 

passed in the house by a voice vote.  The bill expresses: (1) concern over the relationships 

between the leaders of Iran and regimes in the Western Hemisphere like Venezuela; and (2) 

support for the people of Iran and Venezuela as they strive for freedom, respect for human 

rights and civil liberties. 

 

On Monday, H.RES.796, sponsored by Rep. Robert Wexler (D-FL), condemning the 

Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) for its ongoing terrorist attacks against Turkey and the 

Turkish people, was referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

 

On Thursday, H.RES.810, sponsored by Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX), calling for an 

end to the state of emergency in Pakistan, was referred to the House Committee on Foreign 

Affairs. 

 

On Thursday, H.RES.811, sponsored by Rep. David E. Price (D-NC), condemning the 

November 6, 2007, terrorist bombing in Afghanistan and expressing condolences to the 

people of Afghanistan and the members of the Wolesi Jirga, was referred to the House 

Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

 

On Thursday, S.RES.372 [text not yet available], sponsored by Sen. John F. Kerry (D-MA), 

expressing the sense of the Senate on the declaration of a state of emergency in Pakistan. 

 

On Thursday, H.RES.806, sponsored by Rep. Louise McIntosh Slaughter (D-NY), 

providing for consideration of the conference report to accompany the bill (H.R. 3222) 

making appropriations for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending September 

30, 2008, was agreed to in the House by recorded vote: 226 – 184. 
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On Thursday, the conference report for H.R.3222, sponsored by Rep. John P. Murtha (D-

PA), making appropriations for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending 

September 30, 2008, was passed by both the House and Senate.  The $460 billion bill covers 

annual Pentagon expenses but does not include funding for combat operations in Iraq and 

Afghanistan, with a separate war spending bill expected in the House this week.  The defense 

bill also contained an additional stopgap measure funding all federal programs through 

December 14, giving Congress another month to pass all of the needed appropriations bills.  

 

 

Committee Hearings 

 

The Foreign Affairs Committee (House 11/7): held a hearing entitled ―Democracy, 

Authoritarianism, and Terrorism in Contemporary Pakistan.‖  The witness was the 

Honorable John D. Negroponte, Deputy Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State.  Rep. 

Tom Lantos (D-CA) made opening remarks.  For POMED’s notes click here. 

 

The Foreign Affairs Committee (House 11/8): Subcommittee on the Middle East and 

South Asia held a hearing entitled ―Lebanon on the Brink.‖  The witness was the Honorable 

C. David Welch, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, U.S. Department of 

State.  Rep. Gary L. Ackerman (D-NY) made opening remarks.  For POMED’s notes click 

here. 

 

The Foreign Relations Committee (Senate 11/8): held a hearing entitled ―Syria: Options 

and Implications for Lebanon and the Region.‖ Sen. John Kerry (D-MA) made an opening 

statement. Sen. Richard Lugar (R-IN) submitted an opening statement to the record.  The 

witnesses were: the Honorable C. David Welch, Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern 

Affairs, Department of State, Washington, DC; Mr. Robert Malley , Middle East and North 

Africa Program Director, International Crisis Group, Washington, DC; Dr. David W. Lesch, 

Professor of Middle East History, Trinity University, San Antonio, TX; and Mr. Emile el-

Hokayem, Research Fellow, Southwest Asia/Gulf Program, The Henry L. Stimson Center, 

Washington, DC.  For POMED's notes click here. 

 

 

In Washington 

 

Debating the US Relationship with President Musharraf: Some are maintaining that 

―Washington's inability to deter Pakistan's Gen. Pervez Musharraf from declaring 

emergency rule…reveals yet another Bush administration foreign policy failure.‖ Also, one 

critic argues that ―the events should not have come as a surprise to administration officials‖ 

because ―This is what you get when policy is centered slavishly on a single, autocratic ruler 

rather than more broadly on his country.‖ However, some question whether Musharraf is part 

of the problem or the solution. Others note that since the crisis occurred President Bush has 

taken a hands-on approach to keep Pakistan as our friend, our ally, and the recipient of 

billions of dollars a year. However, President Bush has personally told Musharraf that he 

must hold parliamentary elections and relinquish his post as head of the army, and Secretary 

of State Condoleezza Rice has said that the United States would review its $150 million-a-
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month assistance program to Pakistan. One pundit offers his ―case for standing by 

Musharraf‖ and says if Washington reconsiders aid to Pakistan this will show other Arab and 

Muslim allies in the war on terror, like Egypt and Saudi Arabia, ―that Washington doesn't 

support its friends in a battle it enlisted them to fight.‖ Others suggest that the Bush-

Musharraf relationship is an instance in which ―my enemy’s enemy shouldn’t always be my 

friend.‖ One critic remarks that President Pervez Musharraf deserves credit for starkly 

showing his Western allies ―the perils of supporting dictators.‖ Benazir Bhutto  argues that 

―Pakistan is a military dictatorship‖ and that the United States can promote democracy ―by 

telling Musharraf that it does not accept martial law.‖ Others suggest that the US should ―try 

to broker a truce between the two forces before the blood starts to flow,‖ and that the White 

House will be judged by its success or failure in holding Musharraf to his pledge for 

parliamentary elections.  

 

Assessing American Involvement in Iraq: Some say that the recent reduction in violence, 

the declining numbers of American casualties, and the weakening of al-Qaeda in Iraq is due 

to the new strategy adopted by General David Petraeus in which, for the sake of stable 

order, ―Petraeus has allied himself with whoever, within reason, could produce that order.‖ 

Moreover, one pundit argues against war critics who maintain that because Iraqis' have failed 

to complete reconciliation by passing benchmark legislation this is evidence that the current 

strategy has failed and that the United States should simply leave now. Whereas, 

Congressman Henry Waxman asks, ―If the Maliki government is too corrupt to bring 

freedom and democracy to Iraq -- and political reconciliation is an illusion -- can we in good 

conscience continue to ask our troops to risk their lives and our taxpayers to invest hundreds 

of billions of dollars in this war?‖ 

 

Effects of US Policy Toward Iran: According to one critic, ―a series of diplomatic blunders 

by the Bush administration‖ have put Tehran’s hardliners ―in the driver’s seat and made war 

much more likely.‖ Others note that ―increased tensions with the United States…have only 

strengthened the government's hold on power…by limiting the space for prodemocracy 

activists…‖ Additionally, some believe that the United States can deal with the nuclear threat 

emerging in Iran by utilizing both diplomacy and military force, or ―carrots and sticks.‖ An 

Iranian dissident in exile praises the Bush administration for its recent branding of the Iranian 

Revolutionary Guard Corps as a terrorist entity, describing the action as ―a clear testament 

and an indispensable prelude to democratic change in Iran.‖ Whereas, Manouchehr 

Mottaki . Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, argues that a just global order 

can develop if the US negates ―the current unipolar order by developing tolerance for 

diversity instead of seeking imposition and assimilation.‖ Another pundit poses questions to 

the National Iranian American Council as to why the organization has lobbied against 

Congressional funding for programs meant to foster Iranian civil society while also accepting 

grants from the National Endowment for Democracy to train Iranian NGOs.  

 

Undermining the Lebanese Political Process? Last week, the U.S. Department of the 

Treasury imposed sanctions on four individuals affiliated with the Syrian regime's efforts to 

reassert Syrian control over the Lebanese political system. The designations freeze any assets 

the designees may have located in the United States, and prohibit U.S. persons from 

engaging in transactions with these individuals. In response, Damascus denounced the 

http://www.tpmmuckraker.com/archives/004658.php
http://www.slate.com/id/2177483/fr/rss/
http://www.slate.com/id/2177483/fr/rss/
http://www.slate.com/id/2177483/fr/rss/
http://abumuqawama.blogspot.com/2007/11/coin-fight-in-pakistan.html
http://blog.psaonline.org/2007/11/08/my-enemys-enemy-shouldnt-always-be-my-friend/
http://blog.psaonline.org/2007/11/08/my-enemys-enemy-shouldnt-always-be-my-friend/
http://blog.psaonline.org/2007/11/08/my-enemys-enemy-shouldnt-always-be-my-friend/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-eltahawy6nov06,0,2059384.story?coll=la-opinion-rightrail
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/11/07/opinion/edbhutto.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/11/07/opinion/edbhutto.php
http://www.dailykos.com/storyonly/2007/11/8/121138/750
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/11/08/AR2007110801812.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/11/08/AR2007110801812.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/11/08/AR2007110801812.html
http://www.washingtontimes.com/article/20071109/EDITORIAL/111090006/1013
http://www.washingtontimes.com/article/20071109/EDITORIAL/111090006/1013
http://www.newsweek.com/id/67924
http://www.weeklystandard.com/Content/Public/Articles/000/000/014/312okqby.asp
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-waxman5nov05,0,3402211.story?coll=la-opinion-rightrail
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-waxman5nov05,0,3402211.story?coll=la-opinion-rightrail
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oe-waxman5nov05,0,3402211.story?coll=la-opinion-rightrail
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=4040&page=0
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=4040&page=0
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=4040&page=0
http://www.thenation.com/doc/20071119/parsi
http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2007/11/carrots-sticks-.html#more
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1107/p09s02-coop.html
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=5&article_id=86591
http://corner.nationalreview.com/post/?q=NzY4ODZkNDgzOGEyMmM3OGRhNjFlMzUxMmRkMGM2NTI=
http://corner.nationalreview.com/post/?q=NzY4ODZkNDgzOGEyMmM3OGRhNjFlMzUxMmRkMGM2NTI=
http://corner.nationalreview.com/post/?q=NzY4ODZkNDgzOGEyMmM3OGRhNjFlMzUxMmRkMGM2NTI=
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/hp666.htm
http://www.treas.gov/press/releases/hp666.htm
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/11/06/africa/ME-GEN-Lebanon-Syria-US.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/11/06/africa/ME-GEN-Lebanon-Syria-US.php


Treasury Department's actions and Hezbollah described it as an ―interference in other 

countries internal affairs,‖ harmful to ―people's freedom and their right to resist and oppose.‖ 

 

Democracy Promotion in Saudi Arabia? Last week, POMEDôs Shadi Hamid and 

Stephen McInerney argued that the US should condition large weapons deals with the Saudi 

regime upon benchmarks that address ―the appalling state of human rights and the lack of 

meaningful political reform in the kingdom.‖ Others say ―The Saudi regime is an active 

exporter of terrorism and extremist ideology, and this has nothing to do with lack of 

democracy,‖ and ―genuine democratic reforms in Saudi Arabia would be better served by 

weakening, not strengthening, the al-Sauds.‖  

 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

Lee H. Hamilton addresses the ―basic paradox‖ of American foreign policy in this month's 

National Interest. He argues that while the United States ―stands alone as the world’s most 

powerful nation, with the strongest military, the largest economy, the highest level of 

technological capacity and the most extensive cultural influence around the world,‖ 

America’s ability to accomplish things abroad has rarely—in recent memory—seemed so 

limited.‖  

 

Ibrahim El Houdaiby , a board member of the Muslim Brotherhood's official English-

language Web site, addresses concerns that Western officials might have about moderate 

Islamists, including concerns that they are anti-Western and anti-democratic. He concludes: 

"By shunning dialogue with the moderate voices of political Islam, Western governments are 

gradually handing victory to the radicals both they and moderate Islamic politicians are keen 

to undermine."  

 

 

In the Middle East 

 

Conditions on the Ground in Pakistan: Last week, Benazir Bhutto was placed under a 

three-day detention order and had her home surrounded by security forces as she tried to 

leave her Islamabad residence to join a rally calling for President Pervez Musharraf to 

stand down as army chief. Bhutto’s experience is just one example of the many restrictions 

and fundamental rights that have been suspended by the state of emergency. At first, some 

speculated that parliamentary elections could be delayed by as much as a year but then 

Musharraf announced that the elections would be held by February, and he has now moved 

the timetable  up to January 9, though opponents dismiss the idea of elections under strict 

emergency laws as ―no more than a farce and a joke.‖   Additionally, some say that 

Musharraf ―pays lip service to democracy but views the Constitution as an impediment and 

elections as a threatening menace.‖ Bhutto has argued that her return poses a threat to the 

forces of extremism that have thrived under the Musharraf dictatorship and that ―they want to 

stop the restoration of democracy at any price.‖ Some describe Musharraf’s suspension of the 

country's constitution as ―political suicide‖ that will redirect public fury toward him and will 

be ―the proverbial straw that breaks the camel's back.‖  Whereas others contend Musharraf is 
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―playing his cards exactly right in order for him to maintain his grip on power while still 

complying with demands…from the US and other Western donor states…‖ Moreover, some 

are saying that the situation is also a women’s issue because Pakistan's best-known 

feminist and human rights activist, Asma Jahangir, is one of the opposition figures that 

have been detained.  

 

Status of Iraq: Some say that ―Iraq is moving in the direction of a highly decentralized 

state‖ and that ―It will not be a neat three-way division as soft partition proponents envision.‖ 

As such, because ―all politics is becoming local,‖ communities are attempting to provide for 

their own security and governance. Also, Khalaf al-Ulyan, a Sunni member of parliament, 

condemned Prime Minister Maliki  as a ―dictator‖ because of his unilateral dismissal of six 

Sunni Arab cabinet members. 

 

Still No Consensus Ahead of Lebanese Presidential Election: A lack of consensus among 

the feuding political factions ahead of the upcoming presidential election and a rise in black 

market weapons sales has many Lebanese fearful of a violent outcome. Also, Pope Benedict 

XVI  described the election as crucial to the nation's survival and called on leaders there to set 

aside personal interests for the sake of common good. Now Lebanese Parliament speaker 

Nabih Berri has postponed Lebanon's presidential election for a third time, to November 21, 

giving the two sides one last chance to reach agreement before President Emile Lahoud’s 

term expires on November 23.   

 

The Two Sides of Tunisia: While ―Tunisia offers other developing nations a tantalizing 

example of how to overhaul their economies by pushing education, business-friendly policies 

and trade with the West,‖ critics say that ―beneath the gloss of modernity, the ruling party has 

snuffed out dissent, leaving Ben Ali unchallenged.‖ President Zine al Abidine Ben Aliôs 

latest term ends in 2009 and his supporters predict he will seek another mandate. However, 

after 20 years in power, critics argue his continued leadership ―risks perpetuating an 

authoritarian system with tight controls on politics and press.‖ Others weigh in that while 

―President Ben Ali enjoys the support of most western countries because they see him as a 

bulwark against the Islamist threat,‖ ―Ben Ali has neutralized all the checks and balances and 

brought them under his control…‖ 

 

Mideast Peace Conference: As Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice puts much effort into 

convening a Middle East peace conference, the Saudis are reluctant to lend their support. 

Foreign Minister Saud al-Faisal explains ―We believe it is a dangerous thing to have the 

conference and fail.‖ Similarly, Syria's ambassador to the United States Imad Moustapha 

says he will counsel his country against attending the conference because ―We don't seriously 

believe that this is a peace conference that will lead to anywhere.‖ Meanwhile, Israeli Prime 

Minister Ehud Olmert  said in a recent major speech that he is ―ready to begin accelerated 

peace talks, even on final-status issues such as Jerusalem.‖ 

 

Corruption in Bahrain: The Chamber of Representatives has formed four investigation 

committees to tackle corruption in the government sector. As such, Bahraini politicians 

voiced their concerns over the effects of parliamentary investigation committees on the 
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legislative performances of MPs. Moreover, the first female minister in Bahrain has resigned 

due to what some are calling ―dirty politics.‖  

 

 

Also Worth Reading  

 

Yasser Khalil of The Daily Star addresses the question, ―Is it possible for the Muslim and 

Western worlds to converge and cooperate, despite their cultural dissimilarities?‖ Khalil 

responds and says, ―The answer to this question is an emphatic yes, but only if we stop 

judging others by our own norms.‖ 

 

Habib Toumi  of Gulf News reports on an initiative in which ―Arab countries are planning to 

set up an index to measure the prevalence and cost of corruption in the Arab world.‖ The 

detailed study of corruption is being prepared by Arab Parliamentarians Against Corruption.  
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