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Legislation

On Monday, H.RES.435, sponsored by Rep. Ron Klein (D-FL), expressing concern relating
to the threatening behavior of the Iranian regime and its leader Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and
the activities of terrorist organizations sponsored by that regime in Latin America, was
passed in the house by a voice vote. The bill expresses: (1) concern over the relationships
between the leaders of Iran and regimes in the Western Hemisphere like VVenezuela; and (2)
support for the people of Iran and Venezuela as they strive for freedom, respect for human
rights and civil liberties.

On Monday, H.RES.796, sponsored by Rep. Robert Wexler(D-FL), condemning the
Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) for its ongoing terrorist attacks against Turkey and the
Turkish people, was referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

On Thursday, H.RES.810, sponsored by Rep. Sheila JacksoflLee (D-TX), calling for an
end to the state of emergency in Pakistan, was referred to the House Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

On Thursday, H.RES.811, sponsored by Rep. David E. Price(D-NC), condemning the
November 6, 2007, terrorist bombing in Afghanistan and expressing condolences to the
people of Afghanistan and the members of the Wolesi Jirga, was referred to the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

On Thursday, S.RES.372 [text not yet available], sponsored by Sen. John F. Kerry(D-MA),
expressing the sense of the Senate on the declaration of a state of emergency in Pakistan.

On Thursday, H.RES.806, sponsored by Rep. Louise Mcintosh SlaughterD-NY),
providing for consideration of the conference report to accompany the bill (H.R. 3222)
making appropriations for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2008, was agreed to in the House by recorded vote: 226 — 184.


http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:hr435eh.txt.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:hr796ih.txt.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:hr810ih.txt.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:hr811ih.txt.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:hr806rh.txt.pdf
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2007/roll1063.xml

On Thursday, the conference report for H.R.3222, sponsored by Rep. John P. Murtha (D-
PA), making appropriations for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2008, was passed by both the House and Senate. The $460 billion bill covers
annual Pentagon expenses but does not include funding for combat operations in Irag and
Afghanistan, with a separate war spending bill expected in the House this week. The defense
bill also contained an additional stopgap measure funding all federal programs through
December 14, giving Congress another month to pass all of the needed appropriations bills.

Committee Hearings

The Foreign Affairs Committee (House 11/7): held ahearinge nt i t | ed —Democr ac:

Aut hori tarianism, and Terrorism in Contempor
Honorable John D. Negroponte Deputy Secretary of State, U.S. Department of State. Rep.
Tom Lantos(D-CA) made openi ng r e malickhsre. For POMED’

The Foreign Affairs Committee (House 11/8): Subcommittee on the Middle East and
South Asiaheld ahearinge nt i t | ed —L e b aThewitnese was the Rianordble i n k . |l
C. David Welch, Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs, U.S. Department of

State. Rep. Gary L. Ackerman(D-NY) made opening r emalicks . Fo
here.
The Foreign Relations Committe Senat e 11/ 8): held a hearing

andlmplicat i ons f or L e b @enoJohn &arrg(D-MA)eaddae apaningn . |l
statement. Sen. Richard Lugar (R-IN) submitted an opening statement to the record. The
witnesses were: the Honorable C. David Welch Assistant Secretary for Near Eastern

Affairs, Department of State, Washington, DC; Mr. Robert Malley , Middle East and North
Africa Program Director, International Crisis Group, Washington, DC; Dr. David W. Lesch,
Professor of Middle East History, Trinity University, San Antonio, TX; and Mr. Emile el-
Hokayem, Research Fellow, Southwest Asia/Gulf Program, The Henry L. Stimson Center,
Washington, DC. For POMED's notes click here.

In Washington

Debating the US Relationship with President Musharraf:Some are maintaining that
—Washington' s i n dslsenl Retvez Masloarradfem dectarin a ki st an
emer gency ryaldnaher.Bushwvadnaiktration foreign policy failure. Also, one

criticargue s tthh ewents sheuld not have come as a surprise to administration officialsll

because —This i s wh ateredslavishly ap esinglenabtemticpler ! i cy i s
rather than mor e br o a sbineguestion whethesMushavrafisggart v . I Ho
of the problem or the solution. Others note that since the crisis occurred President Bushhas

taken a hands-on approach to keep Pakistan as our friend, our ally, and the recipient of

billions of dollars a year. However, President Bushhas personally told Musharraf that he

must hold parliamentary elections and relinquish his post as head of the army, and Secretary

of State Condoleezza Richas said that the United States would review its $150 million-a-
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month assistance program to Pakistan. On e p u n dcase for etdhdinghys hi s —

Musharrafl and says i f Washington reconsiders ai ¢
Muslim allies inthe waronterror, | i ke Egypt and Saudi Arabi a,

support its friends i nOthersduggestthattheBush- enl i st ed

Musharraf relationshipisan | nst ancney iem ewryi'csh eaemy shoul dn’
friend. I On e c rthatPrestdentrPervezaviuskasraf deserves credit for starkly

showingh i s We s t teerparils &f dudpartiegsdictaters. Benazr Bhutto argues that
—Pakistan is all mahdttahgt di te aty wéenbokedy pBtyat es ¢
telling Musharraf that it dotlBamotheaty®ps$ h ma
to broker a truce between the two forces before the blood starts to flow, I a nhg Whitdhh a t t

House will be judged by its success or failure in holding Musharraf to his pledge for

parliamentary elections.

Assessing American Involvement in Irag:Some say that the recent reduction in violence,
the declining numbers of American casualties, and the weakening of al-Qaeda in Iraq is due
to the new strategy adopted by General David Petraeudn which, for the sake of stable

o r d Eetragus has allied himself with whoever, within reason, could produce that order. I
Moreover, one pundit argues against war critics who maintain that because Iraqis' have failed
to complete reconciliation by passing benchmark legislation this is evidence that the current
strategy has failed and that the United States should simply leave now. Whereas,
Congressman Henry Waxmarasks, —I f Maliki government is too corrupt to bring
freedom and democracy to Iraq -- and political reconciliation is an illusion -- can we in good
conscience continue to ask our troops to risk their lives and our taxpayers to invest hundreds
of billions of dollars in this war?2I

Effects of US Policy Toward Irani:Ac c or di n g fsriecohdmlonaatic blinders , —

by the Bush administrationl have put Tehran’s hardliners —i
much more | ikely.Ill Others note that —i ncreas
strengthened the government's hold on power...by limiting the space for prodemocracy

acti i Atdgd.i.ti onally, some believe that the Ur

emerging in Iran by wutil i zi ncgrotbaastibks.dli pAlno macy
Iranian dissident in exile praises the Bush administration for its recent branding of the Iranian

Revolutionary Guard Corps as a terrorist entity, describing the actionas —a c¢c|l ear t est
and an indispensabl e prel ude Mamouchkkrmocr ati ¢ ¢
Mottaki . Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, argues that a just global order

can develop i f the US negates —the current u
diversity instead of seekiaenmndiposgs qussiiobsioon and

the National Iranian American Council as to why the organization has lobbied against
Congressional funding for programs meant to foster Iranian civil society while also accepting
grants from the National Endowment for Democracy to train Iranian NGOs.

Undermining the Lebanese Political ProcessRast week, the U.S. Department of the
Treasury imposed sanctions on four individuals affiliated with the Syrian regime's efforts to
reassert Syrian control over the Lebanese political system. The designations freeze any assets
the designees may have located in the United States, and prohibit U.S. persons from
engaging in transactions with these individuals. In response, Damascus denounced the
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Treasury Department's actions and Hezbollah descr i bed it as an —i nte
countries imaremfnwall tad fapesplle’' s freedom and

Democracy Promotion in Saudi Arabia?Lastweek, POMEDO&6 s Shadi Hami d an
Stephen Mclnerneyargued that the US should condition large weapons deals with the Saudi
regi me upon b e n ctheramallikgstatetohhantan rightt ahd tiee $ack of —

meaningful political reform in the kingdom. I Ot her s say —The Saudi r
exporter of terrorism and extremist ideology, and this has nothing to do with lack of
democracy, 4 nd —genuine democratic reforms in Saucf

weakening, not strengthening, theal-Sa u d s . |l

Also Worth Reading

Lee H. Hamiltona d d r e s bagicparatiokle o+ Ameri can foreign pol
National Interest He argues that while the United St a
powerful nation, with the strongest military, the largest economy, the highest level of

technological capacityandthe most extensive cultur al influe
America’s ability to ac-cioreecgnimensoty—seemadsogs abr oa
['imited. |

Ibrahim El Houdaiby , a board member of the Muslim Brotherhood's official English-
language Web site, addresses concerns that Western officials might have about moderate
Islamists, including concerns that they are anti-Western and anti-democratic. He concludes:
"By shunning dialogue with the moderate voices of political Islam, Western governments are
gradually handing victory to the radicals both they and moderate Islamic politicians are keen
to undermine.”

In the Middle Eat

Conditions on the Ground in Pakistan:Last week, Benazir Bhutto was placed under a

three-day detention order and had her home surrounded by security forces as she tried to

leave her Islamabad residence to join a rally calling for President Pervez Musharrafto

stand down asarmy chief. Bhutt o’ s exper i enanenyressictignu st one
and fundamental rights that have been suspended by the state of emergency. At first, some

speculated that parliamentary elections could be delayed by as much as a year but then

Musharraf announced that the elections would be held by February, and he has now moved

the timetable up to January 9, though opponents dismiss the idea of elections under strict

e mer g e n c yomorathes a facs andajoke. lIAdditionally, some say that

Mu s h a pays Bpfserviee to democracy but views the Constitution as an impediment and

el ections as a t hr eatedthat hergeturmmsesa threattditheBh ut t o h
forces of extremism that have t hrthewwanito under
stop the restoration of democracy at any price. I S o me Md 8 & a suspenéioh of the

country's constitution as pohtical suicidell t h at  wpubliclfuryrtoeaiddihim end will

b etheproverbial straw that breaks the camel's back. |l Whereas others cont
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—playing his cards exactly right in order for him to maintain his grip on power while still
complying with demands.from the US and ot her
aresayingthatt he si tuati on i lscauselPakistans bestknovean’ s | ssue
feminist and human rights activist, Asma Jahangir is one of the opposition figures that

have been detained.

Status of Irag: S 0 me s dryg isinéviadtin thedirection of a highly decentralized

statel and that —It -wayldnhnotsbenaasesabdbfthpeaeetit
As such, beicasusies tmaddomiong tl ocal , I communi ti
their own security and governance. Also, Khalaf al-Ulyan, a Sunni member of parliament

condemned Prime Minister Maliki a s a —becausetobhts untlateral dismissal of six

Sunni Arab cabinet members.

Still No Consensus Ahead of Lebanese Presidential Electiof:lack of consensus among

the feuding political factions ahead of the upcoming presidential election and a rise in black

market weapons sales has many Lebanese fearful of a violent outcome. Also, Pope Benedict

XVI described the election as crucial to the nation's survival and called on leaders there to set

aside personal interests for the sake of common good. Now Lebanese Parliament speaker

Nabih Berri has postponed Lebanon's presidential election for a third time, to November 21,

giving the two sides one | ast chance to reac
term expires on November 23.

The Two Sides of Tunisiawhi | e —Tuni sia offers other deve
example of how to overhaul their economies by pushing education, business-friendly policies

and trade wit h t hleeneafidhs dloss bf medernity, theculing gardyyias t hat -
snuffed outdissent, | eavi ng Ben PAleisiuwreanhalZlienregead. IAbi di
latest term ends in 2009 and his supporters predict he will seek another mandate. However,

after 20 years in power, criticsar gue hi s ¢ o n tisks perpatudtinglare a d er s hi p
authoritarian system with tight controls on politics and press. Il thel®weigh in that while
—President Ben Al enjoys the support of mos
bul war k agai nst BdnRAlehashestialaemall shé chetkhanddadatces dnd —

brought them under his control... I

Mideast Peace ConferenceAs Secretary of State Condoleezza Riqaits much effort into
convening a Middle East peace conference, the Saudis are reluctant to lend their support.
Foreign Minister Saud alFaisale x p | &Ve belgve s a dangerous thing to have the

conference and fail. I S i @yrid'ssambbagsador to the United States IndaMoustapha
says he wil/ counsel his count Wygdoragreouslg st att
believe that this is a peace conference that will lead to anywhere. I Méile, Israeli Prime

Minister Ehud Olmert saidinarecentmaj or s p e e ready totbdgia dcceldraged i s —
peace talks, even on final-status issues such as Jerusalem. |l

Corruption in Bahrain: The Chamber of Representatives has formed four investigation
committees to tackle corruption in the government sector. As such, Bahraini politicians
voiced their concerns over the effects of parliamentary investigation committees on the



http://democraticpiece.com/2007/11/08/pervez-musharraf-one-cool-cucumber/
http://www.prospect.org/csnc/blogs/tapped_archive?month=11&year=2007&base_name=one_reason_why_pakistan_is_a_w
http://abuaardvark.typepad.com/abuaardvark/2007/11/iraq-guest-post.html
http://abuaardvark.typepad.com/abuaardvark/2007/11/iraq-guest-post.html
http://abuaardvark.typepad.com/abuaardvark/2007/11/iraq-guest-post.html
http://www.juancole.com/2007/11/shiite-on-shiite-conflict-in-karbala.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1107/p06s01-wome.html?page=1
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1107/p06s01-wome.html?page=1
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1107/p06s01-wome.html?page=1
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/11/11/europe/EU-GEN-Vatican-Lebanon.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/11/11/europe/EU-GEN-Vatican-Lebanon.php
http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2007/11/11/europe/EU-GEN-Vatican-Lebanon.php
http://afp.google.com/article/ALeqM5jfr7-oia9D-C1dZdMuhRMdrDXDjQ
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1678272,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1678272,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1678272,00.html
http://news.amnesty.org/index/ENGMDE300102007
http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnL06369599.html
http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnL06369599.html
http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnL06369599.html
http://www.rsf.org/article.php3?id_article=24264
http://www.newsweek.com/id/68936/page/1
http://www.newsweek.com/id/68936/page/1
http://www.newsweek.com/id/68936/page/1
http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/07/11/08/10165972.html
http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/07/11/08/10165972.html
http://archive.gulfnews.com/articles/07/11/08/10165972.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1106/p06s01-wome.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1106/p06s01-wome.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1106/p06s01-wome.html
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2007/November/middleeast_November29.xml&section=middleeast&col=
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/DisplayArticleNew.asp?xfile=data/middleeast/2007/November/middleeast_November29.xml&section=middleeast&col=

legislative performances of MPs. Moreover, the first female minister in Bahrain has resigned
due to what some are c a | |Idirtypglitics— |l

Also Worth Reading

Yasser Khalil of The Daily Stam d d r e s s e s & it pessildedoetise Muslomand —
Western worlds to converge and cooperate, despite their cultural dissimilarities? I Khal i |
respondsa n d  sThewnswer to-this question is an emphatic yes, but only if we stop

judging others by our own norms. |l

Habib Toumi of Gulf Newsreports on an initiative in which —Arab countries are planning to
set up an index to measure the prevalence and cost of corruption in the Arabworld. I T h e
detailed study of corruption is being prepared by Arab Parliamentarian®\gainst Corruption
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