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Legislation

On Monday, H.RES.734, sponsored by Rep. Henry A. Waxman(D-CA), expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives regarding the withholding of information relating to
corruption in Irag, was passed in the House by a roll call vote: 395 — 21. Key points of the
bill include: 1) it is essential to know the extent of corruption in the Iragi government and
whether corruption is fueling the insurgency; 2) it is an abuse of classification to withhold
broad assessments of the extent of corruption in the Iragi government; 3) a directive
prohibiting assessments characterizing the quality of Iraqi governance should be rescinded.

On Monday, H.RES.738, sponsored by Rep. Gary L. Ackerman (D-NY), expressing the

sense of the House of Representatives regarding the Government of Syria's continued

interference in the internal affairs of Lebanon, was agreed to in the House by the yeas and

nays: (2/3 required): 375 - 5, 1 Present. This bill “condemns the campaign of murder, terror,

and intimidation aimed at overthrowing the democratically-elected government of Lebanon

and establishing a new Lebanese government subservient to the will and interests of Syria

and Iran,”  aaffiirths the House of Representatives'* cont i nued strong Suppoc¢
democratically-e | ect ed government, people and nati on:

On Tuesday, H.CON.RES.235, sponsored by Rep. Mark Steven Kirk (R-IL), regarding
ending World Bank disbursements to Iran until the International Atomic Energy Agency
certifies the compliance of the Islamic Republic of Iran with Resolutions 1696 and 1747 of
the United Nations Security Council and the terms of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty,
was referred to the House Committee on Financial Services and the House Committee
Foreign Affairs.

On Wednesday, H.R.3863, sponsored by Rep. Joe SestakD-PA), to provide a strategic
approach to the war in Irag to enhance the national security interests of the United States both
at home and abroad, while ensuring the safety of the United States Armed Forces and
ensuring stability in Irag and the Middle East, was referred to Committee on Armed Services
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs. This bill says given that ending the war is necessary,
open-ended commitment is unsustainable and redeployment is a lengthy process, there is a
need for a regional security plan and for Iraqi leaders to assume responsibility. It requires
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troop redeployment, and the US government to lead regional countries in working together to
ensure the long-term stability of Iraq.

On Thursday, H.RES.758, sponsored by Rep. Roy Blunt(R-MO), urging Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, who is also Chairman of his Fatah party, to officially
abrogate the 10 articles in the Fatah Constitution that call for Israel's destruction and
terrorism against Israel, oppose any political solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and
label Zionism as racism, was referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

On Thursday, S.RES.353text not yet available), sponsored by Sen. John E. SununyR-
NH), expressing the sense of the Senate regarding the importance of a sovereign, democratic,
and prosperous Lebanon and the need for free and fair presidential elections in Lebanon
without intimidation or foreign interference, passed in the Senate by unanimous consent.

Committee Hearings

The Armed Services Committee (House 10/18Qversight and Investigations
Subcommittee held a hearing to receive testimony on measuring and increasing the
effectiveness of Provincial Reconstruction Teams in Iraq. Chairman Vic Snyder (D-AR)
made an opening statement. The Honorable Stuart W. Bowen, Jr., Special Inspector
General for Irag Reconstruction, and Mr. Robert Perito, Senior Program Officer,
Center for Post-Conflict Peace and Stability Operations, United States Institute of Peace,
testified. The SIGIR Report on Provincial Reconstruction Teamswas also included in
testimony.

The Foreign Affairs Committee and the Judiciary Committee (House 10/18):

Subcommittee on International Organizations, Human Rights, and Oversight and

Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties held a joint hearing
entitled “Rendition t o TRep. Bilubelehunt(D-MA),Ré@mse of
Dana Rohrabacher(R-CA), Rep. John ConyersJr. (D-MlI), Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-

NY), and Rep. Trent Franks (R-AZ) made opening statements. Maher Arar_testified via
videoconference, along with Kent Roach, Esq., Prichard-Wilson Chair, Faculty of Law,

University of Toronto, who was involved in the Canadian inquiry into the situation. Other

witnesses were: Daniel Benjamin, Director, Center on the United States and Europe, Senior

Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies, The Brookings Institution; David D. Cole Esqg., Professor of

Law, Georgetown University Law Center; Frederick P. Hitz, Esq., Lecturer and Senior

Fellow, Center for National Security Law, University of Virginia School of Law; and

Michael John Garcia, Esq., Legislative Attorney, American Law Division, Congressional

Resear ch Servi ce. For POMEHitkhese. bl og post on t

In Washington

Where to go with Irag? One observer says the federalist approach promoted by Senator
Joe Biden“seems worth a try. Others consider the federalism approach as ill-advised, as
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“far from paving the way for compromise, thi
strengthen their military and political position to bolster maxima | i st negoti ati ng
Others remind us that we should ask the Iraqis about the future state of Iraq since the creation

of a democratic republic has been a stated goal of the war. Also, someinsist | r aqgi s of al
stripes have now come to terms with their country's desperate need of American protection

and patronage. ” Y et , ot h e ringpossshie tp deciphet exactlg what therpenset

of Mesopotamiadesi r e . ” Me anwhi | edlastweekietweeotheStath ei ght en
Department and the Chair of the House Oversight CommitteeRep. Henry Waxman

when he call ed the St ademsteddbkapisorruptioreamt ' s ef f ort
“embarrassment. 7 /Skcsetary ofDefense Gatesannounced that the Bush administration

will request $190 billion for fiscal year 2008 for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Washington & the Lebanese Political ProcessAmid the current Lebanese political crisis

S 0 me ammgdiate actibn isrequired” by Washi ngton licyto order to
prevent Syria and its Lebanese allies from s
t hat tSyrien oppgsition, led by the Iranian-sponsored Shiite terrorist organization

Hezbollah, wai t s 1 Alsotsde &l.REFI738 gnder I€gislation above.

Paving the Way for Peace: Seetary of State Condoleezza Rict&raveled to the Middle
East last week to prepare for the international peace conference she intends to convene with

| srael i s, Pal estinians, and Arab states. Acc
dealofwork t o do and not a | ot o three imipomiaat stéposhed o i t ,
should take. An ot h eAmerica'pnswdound enthusiasno fon eménstants o n  “

Pal estini an st Ride'sfirst’big frablém iswhat few gople ih thetMiddle
East believe the United afingthat teeSeptember & israet er e . ”
airstrike on Syria has set back chances of momentum in the Middle East peace process.

Secretary Rice Visits Cairo Amid Ongoing Repressiontn the midst of one of the largest

crackdowns against public dissent in a decade, Secretary Ricetraveled to Cairo. The trip
prompted one c¢ or rnas pogptiadsevill be watching $oaey whetherahe  “
manages to spend her day there without making a public statement in defense of Ibrahim

Eissaand the other Egyptian journalists facing prosecution” An ot herthecr i ti ¢ s ai
American government does give Egypt leeway to deal with the domestic opposition so long

as Egypt supports the American foreign policy in the region.”

The Armenian Genocide Resolutiorand U.S-Turkish Relations: Pundits continue to

react to the Armenian genocide resolution, adopted by the House Foreign Affairs Committee

last week. One observer says, although it is deplorable that writers in Turkey can still be

prosecuted for describing the fate of the Armenians as genocide, he remains far from

convinced that anything has been gained from the resolution. Similarly, analysts point out

that it is stirring up new sources of ethnic and sectarian tension in the region and is affecting

Irag, the Kurds, and other vital US interests; wher eas ot hers say that
it and its power wiundcdeptabled dncethatrthe W.® hasmoreland r ut h ™ i
strategic purposes f o denotncing the massacre of 1.5 million Armenians as a horrendous

g e n o c Andtfeer.critic argues that if the Armenian diaspora had worked as hard for
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democracy in Armenia as it did for congressional recognition of the genocide it would be
possible that Armenia would be as democratic as modern Turkey.

US Democracy Promotion in the Middle EastOne pundit says the wor/l
|l i stening to an A me dignity,aa demoeagyaiptire mosteniportann d t h a't
i ssue for Dbillions of pShadpHamideaptaiosuhestmilarith e wo r |
between the yearning for dignity in the Middle Eastand A mer i ca’ s pemt 9/ 11
humiliation™ which has led all involved "into a spiral of irrationality, both self-destructive

and self-defeating.” Another issue addressed last week was the question of whether or not US

policies are to blame for the problems in the Arab world. One analyst argues the problems

are due t olackof atcduntabitityiby dmmemnghe region to accept responsibility

for the chal |l enge sShadnHamidaguesthattd$ pdlies,. whilendth er e a s
t he mai n pérth cedpamsible” afroer “t he very bad situation

In the Middle East

Bhutto Returns to Pakistan: Last week when Former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto

returned to Pakistan after a self-imposed 8 year exile a massive bombt ar get i ng Bhutt cC
convoy Killed at least 136 people and prompted Bhutt o t o pr oc | adadntot hat s he
risk life and liberty to restore democracyt o her troubl ed homel and.”
by sayi ng, defndcrigaloie eah save Ralkastan from disintegration and a

militant takeover." However, some question the sincerity of Bhutto ° s c ommi t ment t o
democracy and argue that she wants Pakistan to be democratic as long as she's the head of

state. President Musharraf condemned the bombing as part of a "conspiracy against

democracy. ” Ot her s sai d t he bombi nigtegrationokrer ac hi “
politicalarenaof Af ghani st an and Pakistan” and that
“discourage democratic forces and to prove that this is not a safe haven for politicians and

they should not come here.” OBhdato-Mushardafy st of
alliance and argues that the relationshipwillb e “a t est of a key Bush
promotion of democracy in Islamic nations is the best, long-range antidote to Islamic

terrorism. ”

f

e
d

Turkey and Military Action against the PKK: Last week, the US military effort in Iraq

was complicated even more when Turkey's parliament voted overwhelmingly to authorize

the nation's military forces to invade northern Iraq to hunt for Kurdish rebels who have
attacked Turkey from bases in Irag. Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri Al -Maliki has said his
government is determined to put down the rebels, but criticss e e t h ansmpty [gromaen
if there ever was one because the Baghdad government has virtually no clout in Iraqi
Kurdistan.” Ot her s ctobedone abdut the PK& tonly'the rag anyt hi ng
Government has the formal responsibility to do whatever it is. The US Government should

have nothing to do with it." Still, others highlight that Iragi Kurdistan faces threats on two

fronts, from Turkey and also Iran, in which the latter has been targeting members of the Party

for Freedom and Life in Kurdistan (PJAK).
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From the Gulf: An observer highlights the cooperative relationship between five opposition

parties in Yemen that have signed onto a shared political program to form the Joint Meeting

Parties. The observer challenges other Arab political party members to team up with

opposition parties to draw together a similar pact. Others focus on elections in the Arabian

Peninsulaand say “while international trends and
internal political dynamics have motivated n

Differing Views on Democracy Promotion in Iran: Recently Iranian-American and human
rights groups issued an open letter arguing that US funding for democracy promotion in Iran
was counterproductive, prompting a response from an Iranian activist arguing that Iranian
democracy activists do want US assistance. Another commentator argues that if Iranian
democracy funding is cut, independent civil society will be eroded and a vital tool to
encourage Iranian moderation will be lost.

Authoritarianism in the Arabworld: One anal ysi s asserttle that *“ A
Arab world is not what it used to be. Indeed, it might well be stronger, more flexible, and

more resilientthanever, despi te the best efforthsr of the
pundit says that the bi gg éhsdontiquingaldninaionani aci n g
ownership of the media by Arab regimes - as long as terrible, undemocratic governments

control the Arab media, directly or indirectly, there would be harsh limits on its ability to

really progress.’”

Also Worth Reading

The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace e | eas ed ArdbiRsforrmont h’' s
Bulletin featuring insights and analysis by Amr Hamzawy on the Muslim Brotherhood's

draft party platform, Oraib al-Rantawi on the November 20th parliamentary elections in

Jordan, and Muhammad Helmy on Human Rights, Reform, and the Rule of Law in Saudi

Arabia, in addition to other articles.

Reporterswithout Borderseleased its World Press Freedom Index for 2007, in which Iran,
Irag, the Palestinian Territories, and Pakistan rank near the bottom of the list, while the
United Arab Emirates and Kuwait are ranked not much lower than the United States.
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