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Legislation 

 

On Tuesday, H.RES.32, sponsored by Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX), denouncing the 

practices of female genital mutilation, domestic violence, "honor" killings, acid burnings, 

dowry deaths, and other gender-based persecutions, and expressing the sense of the House of 

Representatives that participation, protection, recognition, and equality of women is crucial 

to achieving a just, moral and peaceful society, was agreed to in the House by the yeas and 

nays: (2/3 required): 378 - 0. 

 

On Wednesday, H.R.3797 [text not yet available], sponsored by David E. Price (D-NC), to 

require the President to seek to institute a regional diplomatic plan for the Middle East, and 

for other purposes, was referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.  The legislation 

calls for a “diplomatic surge” in Iraq, to bring together Iraq’s neighbors and the international 

community to address the key challenges facing Iraq and the region.  It includes creating a 

Presidential Special Envoy for Iraq Regional Security. 

 

On Wednesday, H.Res.106, sponsored by Rep. Adam B. Schiff  (D-CA),calling upon the 

President to ensure that the foreign policy of the United States reflects appropriate 

understanding and sensitivity concerning issues related to human rights, ethnic cleansing, and 

genocide documented in the United States record relating to the Armenian Genocide, was 

marked up in the House Committee on Foreign Affairs and passed  by a vote of 27 - 21.  For 

POMED’s notes from the markup session, click here. 

 

On Friday, H.Res.734, sponsored by Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA), expressing the sense of 

the House of Representatives regarding the withholding of information relating to corruption 

in Iraq, was referred to the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.  The 

bill expresses deep concern over the lack of transparency regarding the state of corruption in 

Iraq and urges the withdrawal of a directive prohibiting U.S. Federal Government officials 

from making public statements “which judge or characterize the quality of Iraqi governance 

or the ability/determination of the Iraqi government to deal with corruption.” 

 

On Friday, H.Res.3824 [text not yet available], sponsored by Rep. Steve Israel (D-NY), to 

provide assistance to Iraqi nationals who supported the United States, and for other purposes, 
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was referred to the Committees on the Judiciary, Armed Services, and Foreign Affairs, for a 

period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such 

provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.  The bill is the latest in 

a series of bills attempting to address the plight of Iraqi refugees, in particular those 

endangered by their cooperation with U.S. forces.  

 

 

Committee Hearings 

 

The Armed Services Committee (House 10/10): held a hearing to receive testimony on 

security challenges involving Pakistan and policy implications for the Department of 

Defense.  Witnesses included: Ambassador Teresita C. Schaffer, Director, South Asia 

Program, Center for Strategic and International Studies; Dr. Marvin G. Weinbaum , 

Scholar-in-Residence, Public Policy Center, Middle East Institute; Mr. Husain Haqqani , 

Director, Center for International Relations, Associate Professor of International Relations, 

Boston University; Ms. Lisa Curtis, Senior Research Fellow, Asian Studies Center, The 

Heritage Foundation.  Chairman Ike Skelton (D-MO) made opening remarks. 

 

 

In the Middle East 

 

Pakistan after the Elections: Although President Musharraf was victorious in last week’s 

presidential election, a pending Supreme Court ruling on the legality of his re-election has 

left Musharraf with an “incomplete” victory.  Critics have said the re-election of Musharraf 

was a “perversion of democracy” and the election was meaningless because the opposition 

parties refused to participate. Others have commented that the US has a “stark choice” to 

“support democracy and the rule of law in Pakistan” or to back up a failing military dictator. 

Also, some say the freedom of Pakistani women “has yet to come” even though “many 

amongst the government circle would disagree.” 

 

Judicial Reform in Saudi Arabia: The recent announcement by King Abdullah bin 

Abdul -Aziz that there will be an overhaul of Saudi Arabia’s heavily criticized judicial 

system is said to have a positive impact throughout the region. Although the US has concerns 

about Saudi behavior in a number of areas and frustration with the pace of the reform agenda, 

one analyst says the king “embodies a unique mix of reformist instincts, religious credentials, 

political credibility, and vision for change.” Others focus on how “Saudi Arabia has made an 

immense effort to control the flow of information in the Arab world and assure positive 

coverage of its politics and society, or often to assure no coverage at all.” 

 

Evaluating Iraq: Senators Biden and Brownback held an “unprecedented bipartisan 

summit” to promote partition in Iraq as “a viable way forward to stability and success.” Some 

are questioning this idea because most Iraqis oppose the concept of partition. Some say the 

US is trapped in Iraq and only facing bad options which means the US must “set a reachable 

and realistic goal” of stability because this still seems achievable. Yet, others say the US 

“suffers from the absence of a rigorous analysis of priorities” and that “even the elimination 

of Al Qaeda or other Sunni terrorist bases” must be secondary to requiring Baghdad to fill the 
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role of blocking Iranian Islamist expansion westward. Also, “despite serious tensions pulling 

apart the Shia political bloc” Grand Ayatollah Ali al -Sistani has been able to hold the 

coalition together insuring his long term goal of permanent Shiite political dominance in 

Iraq. Meanwhile, several top Iraqi leaders said they have lost faith in the U.S. military 

strategy and believe they must now strive for more attainable goals other than reconciliation. 

Whereas, others say “the coalition's current project in Iraq is a just one” and that “Iraq's 

violence has largely become local and criminal…and has ceased being political, and is 

therefore no longer nearly as important as it was.” 

 

The Egyptian Regime: Egypt is "in the midst of one of its largest crackdowns against public 

dissent in a decade" with journalists in prison, thousands of Muslim Brotherhood activists in 

jail, and labor organizers being detained, activists are eager to bring reform in Egypt. In 

protest of the country's crackdown on press freedom, 20 Egyptian independent and 

opposition newspapers halted publication in a one-day strike. Some see the latest version of 

the Muslim Brotherhood's political party platform as calling for the adoption of a "civic 

Islamic state" over the democratic values the Brotherhood has claimed to hold.  Blogger 

Marc Lynch  gives an account of his recent meetings in Cairo with the leadership, bloggers, 

and activists of the Muslim Brotherhood. Saad Eddin Ibrahim discusses the "three-way 

struggle" between the "forces of democracy, the forces of autocracy, and the forces of 

theocracy" in Egypt as well as the human rights abuses of the Mubarak regime.  

 

A Precarious Lebanon: Debate persists surrounding the stalemate in the Lebanese 

Parliament over electing a president to replace Emile Lahoud. Some say “the selection of a 

president who cannot bridge the political divide raises the risk of fracturing the country.” 

Analysts believe the presidential election is “the latest arena in the ongoing struggle between 

pro- and anti-government forces.” Moreover, the Lebanese Constitution reserves the 

presidential seat for a Christian, prompting a struggle within the Christian community 

including the re-arming of Christian militias, causing many Lebanese to fear another civil 

war. Others have objected to the notion that the "once-dominant Christian community feels 

under siege and has begun re-establishing militias.”  

 

Reactions to Moroccan Elections: The Moroccan French-language weekly TelQuel carried 

a provocative article titled “The Yankees Involve Themselves in the Elections” summarizing 

the recent analyses of Moroccan democracy by POMED’s Shadi Hamid and Jeb Koogler, 

and Carnegie’s Amr Hamzawy. The article asserts that American observers are taking an 

impatient and overly-critical view of the status of democratic reform inside Morocco. 

Additionally, in light of the elections having the lowest voter turn-out in Morocco’s history, 

one observer argues that “the 2007 elections demonstrated that developing long-term voter 

education should be a priority.”  

 

Inside Iran: Human rights and Iranian American groups issued a joint open letter appealing 

to Congress to reduce or eliminate new financial support aimed at promoting democracy 

inside Iran. They say the funding is counterproductive and undermining democracy efforts 

due to the Iranian government interpreting the funding program as a tool to exact regime 

change and using this perceived threat as a pretext to crackdown on the Iranian population at 

large. Also, some argue that “observers should take fuller note of the continuing ferment and 
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activism within Iranian civil society” because Iranian officials have and are frantically trying 

to repress it with lies and violence.  

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

Jill Carroll in The Christian Science Monitor writes that after more than 20 years of facing 

harsh government crackdowns, a new Islamic movement appears to be taking shape and 

bubbling up in universities and among young people in Tunisia who are attempting to 

challenge "Tunisia's brand of enforced secularism and agitate for greater political openness."  

 

 

In Washington 

 

Tensions with Turkey: The House Committee on Foreign Affairs’ passing of H. Res 106, 

describing the persecution of the Armenian people in the early 20
th

 century as genocide, 

sparked many varying reactions. Some say the nonbinding congressional resolution as 

“foolish in the extreme,” or a “dangerous and grossly irresponsible” decision to antagonize 

an important ally.  The Turkish government responded in protest to the resolution, recalling 

its ambassador to the United States. One commentator defends the resolution, saying the US 

should call Turkey’s “bluff” and ask if “holocaust-denial is OK sometimes?” The White 

House is battling to repair ties with Turkey and the Bush administration plans to lobby 

against further action. Meanwhile, Kurdish separatist rebels warned they would cross back 

into Turkey after Turkish officials threatened to attack them in northern Iraq. Some focus on 

the social and political dynamics in Turkey and describe the country as “at a turning point.”  

 

Upcoming Middle East Peace Conference: A group of bipartisan foreign policy experts 

including Lee Hamilton and Zbigniew Brzezinski issued a letter to President Bush and the 

State Department outlining the risks and possibilities for the upcoming peace conference in 

Annapolis, Maryland. Additionally, a study group of various dignitaries produced “A Guide 

to a Successful November International Conference,” with recommendations for enhancing 

the prospects of a successful international conference. Some argue that peace will not come 

from the conference because of “the feeble leadership of Ehud Olmert  and Mahmoud 

Abbas,” but highlight that the “importance of this summit is that it is held at all.” Indications 

are that the issue of Jerusalem’s status will be included in the conference, but plans to do so 

are being sharply criticized by those that want Israel to declare unilaterally the demarcation 

of Israel’s borders. Key forces in Olmert’s government are pushing for something substantive 

to come out of the conference, like concessions on the Jerusalem issue, but warn that “the 

Old City and Mt. Scopus are an inseparable part of Jerusalem and so they will remain.” 

 

Debating Militarism: POMED’s Shadi Hamid responds to one pundit’s assertion that 

“feeling comfortable with heroes requires a lack of cynicism toward the cause for which they 

fight” and says “cynicism, however, is precisely what protects us from dashing unprepared 

into wars of choice” and that cynicism is “the very lifeblood of democracy.” 

 

Dialogue about Democracy: Some assert that US expansion of democracy is “what empire 

was for the great world powers before us,” but that “the creed of exporting democracy differs 
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from the creed of expanding empire in one important respect, when we fail to follow it, we 

look hypocritical.” Also, broadcasters around the world are beginning a season of 

documentaries as part of the Why Democracy project. As part of the project one commentator 

answered questions ranging from "can terrorism destroy democracy?" to "is democracy for 

everyone?" Others addressed the issue of what democracy means today.   
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