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Controversial Presidential Nominee: On Monday night, Turke y * s r ul i ng Just.i
and Development Party (AKP) announced that it would once again stand Foreign

Minister Abdullah G 0l as its nominee for the presidency. Though Gul was quick to

reach out to the secular, military-backed opposition, observers nervously note that

Gul' s or i gi n a lthe pnesidemcynnapril sparked theopolitical crisis
culminating in the early parliahigntary el e
win likely means that Gul will reach office this time without further impediment.

Prime Minister Erdogan and the US State Department have given thinly veiled

threats to the opposition (which recently promised to protect the secular republic

agai nst —archaic mindsetsl) not to interfer
out | i ne scorplexpéligcy calsndart-surrounding the electoral process.

Politicsand Egyg 6 s Musl i m EmgogtpoheéershdMaud:!] hasn Br ot her hc
suspended its bid for legalization in response to a wave of arrests and government

pressure. Earlier in the week it was reported that the group was preparing to release a

new platform for its political party, one that has been described as a relatively liberal

documenti and a possible attempt to signal mo d

| ragds Pol Inaniatienapt to sione up suppsrt for his beleaguered

administration, Prime Minister Maliki held a crisis conference on Tuesday which

resulted in a new ruling alliance of Shiites and Kurds that can supposedly deliver on

legislation demanded by the US (here is the full text of the agreement). Many are

saying that this mdastditcheffohlli chha swafsa iblieldl etdo aasc
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build any consensthesloorisopehd | if br @ahsi pasti bat
the Sunnis appear unimpressed and refuse to join. On a related note, the infiltration of

Shiite militia members into the Iragi armed forces continues unabated — if anything,

complicated by the intra-sectarian struggle for control of the economically-important

south.

Hamas andFatah: Early last week, despite ongoing tensions, a Hamas official made

claims that the group was in dialogue with Fatah, a statement that Fatah vigorously

disputes. While some onlookers say that Fatahi s | n  airtusldigntegatioollf —

the conflict continues, both onthe streetsand i n wor distterlemonshi s week " ¢
provides a forum to both Hamas and Fatah to state their respective positions.

Obstacles to Reformin Jordan: | n t he wake «adntrodemsialdan‘s rece
municipal elections, observers are attempting to peel back some of the layers on

Jordan‘s attempttsh ato nree fsmarymsaig, —homegr own
pressures are slowing down two vital areas where the Arab world must move swiftly
for its own sake: economiccs o ci al ref or m and pObhérsipoint cal dem

to examples of continuing political pressure on the opposition.

Pakistan Turns 60: At the 60" anniversary of the independence of both Pakistan
and India, observers compare the results of the side-by-side experiments in nation-
building, considering the roles of secularism, religion and democracy. Current and
future politics were also analyzed, considering especially the effects of extremism and
poverty. Pr esi dent Mlaisshlsaeraatdn®s; international interest in
former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto continues to mount as she makes her rounds
talking with policy groups and reporters about her aspirations to return to Pakistan.

PKK Warns againstTurkish -Iragi Cooperation: Last weekend, a spokesman

from the foreign relations department of the Kurdish rebel group PKK said

cooperati on bet ween Baghdad gavaanseduengea lla woul d vy
Meanwhile, there is growing Turkish impatience with reluctance on the part of Iraq,

the US and others to pursue the PKK more aggressively.

In Washington

Committing to Democracy: Even in the relatively stifling and stifled month of

August , t he DC debate on democracy‘'s place i
NED® s P Calsershman teaffirms the importance of democracy, noting

—modest but posi uttheregionglhodaatder snd Robeltr o ug h o

K a g aap-@ddast week continues to elicit responses from those who feel that the

stanceisan—u nedi f yi ng apacthcleffrlizralkahd gonsenatevas y

trying to outbid each other as to who can outline a more bellicose stance for the

United States, I and ot hers who applaud the piece f
international legitimacy. Others comment on the —growing chorus of voices claiming

that the United States (and most Europeans) have effectively abandoned

commitments to democratization and reverted to traditional preferences for stability

in regional and international behavior. I
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New Members for the Terror List: Last week, the Bush Administratio n added the

Lebanese Islamist group, Fatah al-Islam, to the terror list and publicly speculated

about doing the same to the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). While some

applaud the move for its strategic potential, others decry the pronouncement as mere

theatricsand a di straction from <smErenchsUS alternat

Iranrelationsi n a paradigm of enmity. I l't*s also
message of impatiencewi t h t he UN; a message&bitwhi ch has
nervous.

Edwards and Giuliani in Foreign Affairs: Presidential candidates John Edwards

and Rudy Giuliani released their foreign policy visions in the September/October

issue of Foreign Affairsand analysis is starting to surface. While some feel that

Edwards is tacking toward centerwi t h t he pi e c enagicdfeilyer s wonder
dustll might have a place in his policy. Arecurrentviewmi ght be ter med as

t houghtful as Richardson'Gs uVviisinofaks . Hut S-elme
issue with the titleo f  Gi ul i ani ‘s piece, —Toward a Real
being neither realistic nor driven by a desire for peace, suggestingt hat he‘' s made t
d e c i s doabie dotvroon reeconservative foreignpolicyl t o compensate fo
conservative social st anagadecsentstart, Ottheer s— see p
reality what America needs to come to terms with. |l

Musharraf i Threatened or Threatening? Af t er | ast week's propos
emergency, criticism of President Musharraf, and implicit US support, continued in

full force. Observers point out that the political crisis is not over, and that the US

must support stability there with —efforts to help Pakistanis become more prosperous,

secure and democratic—therefore less likely to support extremism in the first place, |l

chall engi ng t he not iteteringtorithe brinktofrexdremiso.ulnt ry i s —
Dennis Rossagrees but urges the US to leverage its power to maintain stability.

Presidential Candidates on Pakistan:Pakistan also remains one of the main

foreign policy issues to test presidential candidates. Gov. Bill Richardson (D-NM)

expressed confidencei n Paki st an' gnainsteam parties,ienmrethingt o —

neither Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-NY) nor John Edwardswould do. Richardson calls

hi s wvnewsrdgalemm, I—i ncl uding poli ci e embdatict some s
party platform bread and butters i nce pr obably the Mitr uman Admi
Romney, in an interview on Fox News, also voiced supportf o r o URresideat! | vy

Musharraf. Pakistan s  mhadsdma interesting reactions to the statements of

Sen. Barack Obama(D-IL) and Rep. Tom Tancredo(R-CO).

Debating Diplomacy with Iran: Concurrent withtheBu s h Admi ni strati on
deli berations over adding |l ran‘s Republic
observers continue to warn against being drawn down the same path that led to the

Irag invasion, often calling for stricter economic sanctions instead. Others call for a

more nuanced view of regional diplomacy in the Middle East. Meanwhile, Iran

announced last Sunday that it has concluded the investigation into the Iranian-

American scholars Haleh Esfandiari and Kian Tajbakhsh.
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The fADangers of P eRkoaner lerack Ambagsador to the UBla z a
Dore Gold writes of the dangers of peacemaking, warning against working with or

accommodating radical Islamists — a viewpoint buttressed by the sentimentt hat —t he
peace process can only take off only after Palestinian terrorism has been decisively
defeated. | Vehement | suppaitiengagementevehiHmmgs ar e t ho

as part of a strategy for enhancing a ceasefire, security in the region, and ultimately,
to advance a peace process that can actually deliver the goods.l

Ameri can Support aatnhddheehecfikrat de&f BPat of t
in the recent Metn by-elections in Lebanon is seen by some as renewed evidence that

USsupportist hlessefdeathl f or pol itical ca-wadi dates in
disheartening idea for American diplomacy and one that, some say, should encourage

the US to push for democratic institutions, ratherthan —a par ti cul ar set ¢
On a related note, some analysts suggest that US diplomacy should develop a more

nuanced understanding of the role of religion in other countries.

Saudi Arabia Arms Deal: In contrast to the initial — largely negative — reactions to

the Saudi arms deal, this past week saw softened analysis; defending it in terms of

America ‘ wital, deng-term, strategic interests, I and ar gument s t hat Sas
making crucial reforms.

Irag Report Card: Contentious politics over the impending September Iraq reviews
from Gen. Petraeusand Ambassador Crockerare already churning, as reports
surface that the White House has proposed limiting their appearances to a private
congressional briefing; a move fiercely contested by some Democrats. Meanwhile,
the policy advice continues; the RAND Institute calls on the US to focus on a single
goal of reducing sectarian strife while the Center for American Progress discusses the
need for a credible redeployment plan for US forces.

Also Worth Reading

C S | Ahthony Cordesmandraws on his recent visit to Baghdad to describe the

current challenges and opportunities he sees facing the US there, warning against
precipitous withdrawal in favor of, what appears to be the new DoD catchphrase,

-strategic patience. |l Cor d e sTheaase that AmbassaslgrCroeker and
General Petracusma k e f or _ st anddneghgtiPresidenaTalibanirard e ,
Vice President Mahdimake in very similar form, is that Sunni, Shi‘ite, and Kurdish
leaders are slowly coming together in ways that maydevelop the ability to evolve a

form of central government that would keep Irag united but devolve enough power

and money at the provincial and local level to secure the Shi'ite majority, offer the

Kurds what they want most, and give the Sunnis a deal they could possibly accept.ll
Gregory Djerejian at the Belgravia Dispatctsees this strategy as dangerously

dependent on luck and wishful thinking; Djerejian recommends —think[ing] in terms

of containing the damagerathe r t han f ant widotyl ¢ al notions of
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