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Legislation 

 

Congress is on recess. 

 

 

Committee Hearings 

 

Congress is on recess. 

 

 

In the Middle East 

 

Controversial Presidential Nominee:  On Monday night, Turkey‘s ruling Justice 

and Development Party (AKP) announced that it would once again stand Foreign 

Minister Abdullah G ül as its nominee for the presidency.  Though Gül was quick to  

reach out to the secular, military-backed opposition, observers nervously note that 

Gül‘s original nomination to the presidency in April sparked the political crisis 

culminating in the early parliamentary elections in July.  The AKP‘s decisive July 

win likely means that Gül will reach office this time without further impediment.  

Prime Minister Erdogan and the US State Department have given thinly veiled 

threats to the opposition (which recently promised to protect the secular republic 

against ―archaic mindsets‖) not to interfere with the democratic process.  WINEP 

outlines Turkey‘s ―complex political calendar‖ surrounding the electoral process. 

 

Politics and Egyptôs Muslim Brotherhood:  Egypt‘s Muslim Brotherhood has 

suspended its bid for legalization in response to a wave of arrests and government 

pressure.  Earlier in the week it was reported that the group was preparing to release a 

new platform for its political party, one that has been described as a ―relatively liberal 

document‖ and a possible attempt to signal moderation. 

 

Iraqôs Political Crisis:  In an attempt to shore up support for his beleaguered 

administration, Prime Minister Maliki  held a crisis conference on Tuesday which 

resulted in a new ruling alliance of Shiites and Kurds that can supposedly deliver on 

legislation demanded by the US (here is the full text of the agreement).  Many are 

saying that this move, which was billed as a ―last-ditch effort‖ has failed to actually 
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build any consensus.  Maliki insists that ―the door is open‖ for all parties, however, 

the Sunnis appear unimpressed and refuse to join. On a related note, the infiltration of 

Shiite militia members into the Iraqi armed forces continues unabated – if anything, 

complicated by the intra-sectarian struggle for control of the economically-important 

south.  

 

Hamas and Fatah:  Early last week, despite ongoing tensions, a Hamas official made 

claims that the group was in dialogue with Fatah, a statement that Fatah vigorously 

disputes.  While some onlookers say that Fatah is in a state of ―virtual disintegration‖ 

the conflict continues, both on the streets and in words:  this week‘s bitterlemons 

provides a forum to both Hamas and Fatah to state their respective positions. 

 

Obstacles to Reform in Jordan:  In the wake of Jordan‘s recent controversial 

municipal elections, observers are attempting to peel back some of the layers on 

Jordan‘s attempts at reforms, with some saying, ―homegrown and Western political 

pressures are slowing down two vital areas where the Arab world must move swiftly 

for its own sake: economic-social reform and political democratization.‖  Others point 

to examples of continuing political pressure on the opposition. 

 

Pakistan Turns 60:  At the 60
th
 anniversary of the independence of both Pakistan 

and India, observers compare the results of the side-by-side experiments in nation-

building, considering the roles of secularism, religion and democracy. Current and 

future politics were also analyzed, considering especially the effects of extremism and 

poverty.  President Musharrafôs rule is still seen as tenuous; international interest in 

former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto  continues to mount as she makes her rounds 

talking with policy groups and reporters about her aspirations to return to Pakistan. 

 

PKK Warns against Turkish -Iraqi Cooperation :  Last weekend, a spokesman 

from the foreign relations department of the Kurdish rebel group PKK said 

cooperation between Baghdad and Ankara would yield ―grave consequences.‖  

Meanwhile, there is growing Turkish impatience with reluctance on the part of Iraq, 

the US and others to pursue the PKK more aggressively. 

 

 

In Washington 

 

Committing to Democracy:  Even in the relatively stifling and stifled month of 

August, the DC debate on democracy‘s place in US foreign policy continues bravely: 

NED‘s President Carl Gershman reaffirms the importance of democracy, noting 

―modest but positive changes‖ throughout the region; Ivo Daalder and Robert 

Kaganôs op-ed last week continues to elicit responses from those who feel that the 

stance is an ―unedifying and frankly scary spectacle of liberals and conservatives 

trying to outbid each other as to who can outline a more bellicose stance for the 

United States,‖ and others who applaud the piece for its renewed focus on 

international legitimacy.  Others comment on the ―growing chorus of voices claiming 

that the United States (and most Europeans) have effectively abandoned 

commitments to democratization and reverted to traditional preferences for stability 

in regional and international behavior.‖ 
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New Members for the Terror List:  Last week, the Bush Administratio n added the 

Lebanese Islamist group, Fatah al-Islam, to the terror list and publicly speculated 

about doing the same to the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).  While some 

applaud the move for its strategic potential, others decry the pronouncement as mere 

theatrics and a distraction from serious alternatives, fearing that it ―entrenches US-

Iran relations in a paradigm of enmity.‖  It‘s also possible to view the threat as a 

message of impatience with the UN; a message which has America‘s allies a bit 

nervous.   

 

Edwards and Giuliani in Foreign Affairs:  Presidential candidates John Edwards 

and Rudy Giuliani  released their foreign policy visions in the September/October 

issue of Foreign Affairs and analysis is starting to surface.  While some feel that 

Edwards is tacking toward center with the piece, others wonder if ―magical fairy 

dust‖ might have a place in his policy.  A recurrent view might be termed as ―not as 

thoughtful as Richardson‘s vision‖ but ―less dangerous than Giuliani‘s.‖  Some take 

issue with the title of Giuliani‘s piece, ―Toward a Realistic Peace,‖ charging it as 

being neither realistic nor driven by a desire for peace, suggesting that he‘s made the 

decision to ―double down on neoconservative foreign policy‖ to compensate for less 

conservative social stances.  Others see promise, calling it ―a decent start,‖ or ―the 

reality what America needs to come to terms with.‖ 

 

Musharraf ï Threatened or Threatening?  After last week‘s proposed state of 

emergency, criticism of President Musharraf, and implicit US support, continued in 

full force.  Observers point out that the political crisis is not over, and that the US 

must support stability there with ―efforts to help Pakistanis become more prosperous, 

secure and democratic—therefore less likely to support extremism in the first place,‖ 

challenging the notion that the country is ―teetering on the brink of extremism.‖  

Dennis Ross agrees but urges the US to leverage its power to maintain stability. 

 

Presidential Candidates on Pakistan:  Pakistan also remains one of the main 

foreign policy issues to test presidential candidates.  Gov. Bill Richardson (D-NM) 

expressed confidence in Pakistan‘s commitment to ―mainstream parties,‖ something 

neither Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-NY) nor John Edwards would do.  Richardson calls 

his vision ―new realism,‖ including policies that some say have been the ―Democratic 

party platform bread and butter since probably the Truman Administration.‖   Mitt 

Romney, in an interview on Fox News, also voiced support for our ―ally‖ President 

Musharraf.   Pakistan‘s media had some interesting reactions to the statements of 

Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL) and Rep. Tom Tancredo (R-CO). 

 

Debating Diplomacy with Iran: Concurrent with the Bush Administrationôs 

deliberations over adding Iran‘s Republican Guard Corps to the Terror List, some 

observers continue to warn against being drawn down the same path that led to the 

Iraq invasion, often calling for stricter economic sanctions instead.  Others call for a 

more nuanced view of regional diplomacy in the Middle East.  Meanwhile, Iran 

announced last Sunday that it has concluded the investigation into the Iranian-

American scholars Haleh Esfandiari and Kian Tajbakhsh . 
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The ñDangers of Peacemakingò in Gaza:  Former Israeli Ambassador to the UN 

Dore Gold writes of the dangers of peacemaking, warning against working with or 

accommodating radical Islamists – a viewpoint buttressed by the sentiment that ―the 

peace process can only take off only after Palestinian terrorism has been decisively 

defeated.‖  Vehemently disagreeing are those who ―support engagement with Hamas 

as part of a strategy for enhancing a ceasefire, security in the region, and ultimately, 

to advance a peace process that can actually deliver the goods.‖ 

 

American Support and the ñKiss of Deathò:  The electoral defeat of the US‘ pick 

in the recent Metn by-elections in Lebanon is seen by some as renewed evidence that 

US support is the ―kiss of death‖ for political candidates in the Middle East – a 

disheartening idea for American diplomacy and one that, some say, should encourage 

the US to push for democratic institutions, rather than ―a particular set of candidates.‖  

On a related note, some analysts suggest that US diplomacy should develop a more 

nuanced understanding of the role of religion in other countries. 

 

Saudi Arabia Arms Deal:  In contrast to the initial – largely negative – reactions to 

the Saudi arms deal, this past week saw softened analysis; defending it in terms of 

America‘s ―vital, long-term, strategic interests,‖ and arguments that Saudi Arabia is 

making crucial reforms.   

 

Iraq Report Card:  Contentious politics over the impending September Iraq reviews 

from Gen. Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker are already churning, as reports 

surface that the White House has proposed limiting their appearances to a private 

congressional briefing; a move fiercely contested by some Democrats.  Meanwhile, 

the policy advice continues; the RAND Institute calls on the US to focus on a single 

goal of reducing sectarian strife while the Center for American Progress discusses the 

need for a credible redeployment plan for US forces. 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

CSIS‘ Anthony Cordesman draws on his recent visit to Baghdad to describe the 

current challenges and opportunities he sees facing the US there, warning against 

precipitous withdrawal in favor of, what appears to be the new DoD catchphrase, 

―strategic patience.‖  Cordesman writes, ―The case that Ambassador Crocker and 

General Petraeus make for ‗strategic patience,‘ and one that President Talibani and 

Vice President Mahdi make in very similar form, is that Sunni, Shi'ite, and Kurdish 

leaders are slowly coming together in ways that may develop the ability to evolve a 

form of central government that would keep Iraq united but devolve enough power 

and money at the provincial and local level to secure the Shi'ite majority, offer the 

Kurds what they want most, and give the Sunnis a deal they could possibly accept.‖  

Gregory Djerejian  at the Belgravia Dispatch sees this strategy as dangerously 

dependent on luck and wishful thinking; Djerejian recommends ―think[ing] in terms 

of containing the damage rather than fantastical notions of ‗victory.‘‖  
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