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Legislation 

 

Congress is on recess. 

 

 

Committee Hearings 

 

Congress is on recess. 

 

 

In the Middle East 

 

Lebanese Opposition Wins By-Election:  Last Sunday’s by-election in the Metn 

district of Lebanon saw a win for the Syrian-backed opposition, in what many are 

terming “a probable blow” to the Western-supported government.  Over the past 

week, the election has been scrutinized in terms of the balance of power between the 

Christian groups, what it means for US foreign policy, whether American support is 

the “kiss of death” for politicians in the Middle East, and the need to foster political 

stability in the country.  The discussion also opened the door for attacks on the 

reporting and analysis of the mainstream media. 

 

Muslim Brotherhood and Politics:  Despite having only 33 candidates for more 

than 3,000 seats in Jordan’s municipal elections in late July, the last-minute boycott 

of the Islamic Action Front (Jordan’s Muslim Brotherhood political party) has stoked 

the debate over political participation by the group and fed fears that tensions are on 

the rise in both Jordan and Egypt, where the Brotherhood is undergoing mounting 

repression from the Mubarak government. 

 

Turkish -Kurdish Complexities: Turkish-Kurdish relations remain complex this 

week as the first bloc of Kurdish parliamentarians in more than a decade takes office 

concurrently with an escalation in action against the PKK, a Kurdish rebel group.  

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) Prime Minister  Barzani in northern Iraq 

has confirmed the presence of Turkish troops in the area, a move authorized by both 
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the KRG and Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki.  Meanwhile, the KRG passed its own 

hydrocarbons law last Monday. 

 

Testing the Waters of Authoritarianism:  On Thursday, Pakistani President 

Musharraf  announced that he would not authorize a rumored state of emergency.  

The decision, which indicates that elections will proceed as planned this fall, is 

pointed to as evidence of Musharraf’s commitment to democracy.  Some observers, 

however, suspect that these “theatrics” are only a trial method of gauging what the 

reaction would be if such a move were to actually be made.   As in the case of 

Lebanon (above), the US-Musharraf relationship is seen as contributing toward his 

domestic unpopularity, a sentiment that is starting to spill over into perceptions of the 

Pakistani military as well.  Meanwhile, Pakistan’s Former Prime Minister Benazir 

Bhutto continues her unofficial campaigning. 

 

Afghanistan Examined:  This week’s edition of bitterlemons-international.org is 

titled “Afghanistan and the Middle East,” and includes evaluations of its roles in 

Iran’s nuclear ambitions, growing extremism and violence, and triggering a change in 

Palestinian politics, as well as a look at declining Afghani support for its leadership. 

 

Pressures on the Media: The Syrian Ministry of Telecommunications has introduced 

a new censoring measure on websites and blogs, a move that is seen as threatening by 

many.  Others point out that it shows the ascendant power and efficacy of electronic 

media in the Middle East.  Last Monday, an Iranian reformist magazine was 

temporarily banned because of an interview containing discussion of homosexuality; 

a discouraging sign for those who believe that “treatment of the reformist press is a 

fair barometer of the country’s politics.”  Pressure from the Iranian government 

continues in other aspects as well; executions are at a two decade high. 

 

Political Turmoil in Iraq : Though parliament is on recess for August, political 

maneuvering is unending as the Shiite SIIC party continues its push for an 

autonomous region in the south, under the guidance of the powerful al-Hakim  

family.  Meanwhile, Prime Minister Malikiôs tepid attempts to bring the Sunnis 

back into his government were complicated by the boycott of five additional ministers 

from former Prime Minister Iyad Allawiôs political bloc. 

 

Leaders Meeting: Last Monday, Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert  and 

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas met in Jericho; the first visit in seven years 

by an Israeli Prime Minister to the Palestinian Authority.  The meeting was reported 

to cover issues preceding “the quick establishment of an independent Palestinian 

state.” 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

On Thursday, the International Republican Institute released the final part of its 

survey of Pakistan public opinion. As Pakistan continues to go through a very 

dynamic, tumultuous period, these surveys provide fascinating glimpses into current 

views on President Musharraf's options, parliamentary elections and institutional 

ratings. 
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In Washington 

 

Encore at the Concert of Democracies: Ivo Daalder and Robert Kagan pen an op-

ed renewing the call for the creation of a formalized Concert of Democracies to serve 

as a useful multilateral mechanism for bestowing legitimacy on international 

interventions.  Some say that the unlikely pairing of writers grants a new importance 

to an old argument, while others call the idea unrealistic.  In another op-ed,  Brent 

Scowcroft joins the latter camp, arguing against “dividing the world up between the 

good and the evil,” since “most countries are, at this point in time, motivated by a 

variety of interests, and shared commitment to a democratic form of governance is 

not the best yardstick.”  Meanwhile, The National Interest wraps up a four-part 

debate between John Hulsman and Barak Seneer examining realism, idealism, and 

neoconservatism in US and European foreign policy in the context of the Iraq war.  

 

Republican Candidates Debate:  The Republican presidential debate last Sunday 

touched on several issues within the Middle East:  Gov. Mitt Romneyôs (R-MA) 

thoughts on cultural exchange with the Middle East; Rudy Giuliani’s understanding 

of democratization as a foreign policy tool, as well as his thoughts on elections; 

“evasions and myopia” and a general lack of divergence from President Bushôs plan 

on Iraq. 

 

Debate - Obama on Pakistan: Tuesday night’s Democratic debate addressed Sen. 

Barack Obamaôs (D-IL) recent comments regarding military action within Pakistan.  

Observers’ reactions run the gamut, from classifying Obama’s views as eminently 

“rational,” to “opportunistic” and troubling.  Others say that the attacks from 

Obama’s opponents are “disingenuous.”  Presidential candidates are also given a 

chance to declare their views on engaging Syria.  The candidates generally avoided 

espousing Bush-like democracy-promotion 

 

Defending ñDemocracy Crusade Mythò:  Thomas Carothers responds to Tony 

Smithôs critique of his article “The Democracy Crusade Myth,” saying he “cannot 

agree that democracy promotion has been “the central priority” for the Bush 

Administration around the world.” 

 

Rep. Delahunt ï Engage Saudi Arabia on Human Rights: With controversy over 

the proposed arms deal with Saudi Arabia as a backdrop, Rep. William Delahunt 

(D-MA) introduced H.Con.Res.202,  noting the absence of human rights as a topic of 

discussion in the US-Saudi Strategic Dialogue and urging the President to include this 

subject in working-level discussions with Saudi counterparts.  This legislation 

appears to draw on the series of hearings Rep. Delahunt has recently held about the 

US’ human rights “double-standard” overseas.   

 

Diplomacy in Iraq :  On Tuesday, the UN agreed to expand its presence in Baghdad 

under pressure from the US.  “There is an effort by the United States to try to re-

internationalize the Iraq venture,” said Qubad Talabani, warning, “Any involvement 

by the United Nations has to be in very close coordination with the Iraqi 

government.”  US diplomatic efforts are also being shored up, as observers claim that 
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the “A-team” assembled by Ambassador Ryan Crocker is a team “far more capable 

than in the past.” 

 

Turkey and the US:  A recent Heritage Foundation analysis warns of a possible 

Turkish shift away from the West, and encourages the US to more actively engage 

Turkey in pursuit of democracy and economic growth.  Others see the recent election 

as evidence of a continued move toward a “Western-oriented modernization.”  Other 

indicators of the Turkish-US relationship might include reactions to the proposed US 

resolution “recognizing the WWI genocide against the Armenians conducted by 

Ottoman officers.”  Turkish officials have warned that, if the resolution is passed, 

they will shut down the main routes that the US uses to bring supplies into Iraq.  

 

Lame-Duck Diplomacy: As the Bush administration enters its final 18 months, some 

analysts say they see changes in rhetoric; moving away from the “freedom agenda” 

toward a strategy of “security and stability.”  The system of funding for democracy 

promotion is similarly convoluted and controversial. 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace published “Deconstructing 

Islamist Participation” by Amr Hamzawy (originally appearing in Al-Ahram 

Weekly), identifying "three major modes of Islamist participation in public life." 

Hamzawy argues that "[u]nless we fully appreciate the differences between the three 

modes of Islamist political participation we will never be able to put our fingers on 

those qualities and circumstances that will allow us to deal realistically with the 

Islamist phenomenon and the challenges it poses to society." 
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