
 

 

 

 

 

 

www.pomed.org ♦ P.O. Box 25533 ♦ Washington, DC 20027-8533  

 
 

Weekly Digest 9/17-9/24 

 

Legislation 

 

Senate debate this past week centered on H.R. 1585, the Defense Authorization bill 

for Fiscal Year 2008, and particularly on various measures and amendments 

concerning the strategy moving forward in Iraq.  Debate on H.R. 1585 will continue 

this week.  Relevant amendments to H.R. 1585 acted on last week included:  

 

On Monday, S.AMDT.2087, sponsored by Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI), to provide 

for a reduction and transition of United States forces in Iraq, was withdrawn in the 

Senate.  This was followed on Thursday by S.AMDT.2898 (see below). 

 

On Wednesday, S.AMDT.3017, was introduced by Sen. Jon Kyl (R-AZ) to 

express the sense of the Senate regarding Iran.  The amendment urges “the 

prudent and calibrated use of all instruments of United States national power in 

Iraq, including diplomatic, economic, intelligence, and military instruments…to 

combat, contain, and roll back the violent activities and destabilizing influence 

inside Iraq of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, its foreign 

facilitators such as Lebanese Hezbollah, and its indigenous Iraqi proxies.” 

 

On Wednesday, S.AMDT.2909 was introduced by Sen. Jim Webb (D-VA) to 

specify minimum periods between deployment of units and members of the 

Armed Forces deployed for Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 

Freedom.  The amendment was defeated in a vote on Wednesday and withdrawn.   

 

On Thursday, S.AMDT.2898 was introduced by Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI) to 

provide for a reduction and transition of United States forces in Iraq.  On Friday, 

the Senate voted 47-47 on the Amendment, falling well short of the 60 votes in 

favor needed to pass. This was the fifth version of the “Levin-Reed Amendment” 

setting a timetable for the withdrawal of U.S. combat troops from Iraq.  Previous 

versions had gained increasing support, including one that received 52 votes in 

support in July.  

 

On Thursday, S.AMDT.2924, sponsored by Sen. Russell D. Feingold (D-WI), to 

safely redeploy United States troops from Iraq, was proposed, and having failed to 

achieve the required 60 votes in the affirmative, was withdrawn in Senate. 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d110:h.r.01585:


 

On Wednesday, S.RES.321 was introduced by Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), 

expressing the sense of the Senate regarding the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, and 

was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.  The bill urges President Bush 

“to pursue a robust diplomatic effort to engage the State of Israel and the Palestinian 

Authority, begin negotiations, and make a 2-state settlement a top priority,” and urges 

“Israeli and Palestinian leaders to embrace efforts to achieve peace and refrain from 

taking any actions that would prejudice the outcome of final status negotiations.” 

 

 

Committee Hearings 

 

The Foreign Affairs Committee (House 9/18): The Subcommittee on the Middle 

East and South Asia held a hearing entitled “U.S. Relations with Saudi Arabia: Oil, 

Anxiety, and Ambivalence.” Mr . F. Gregory Gause, III, Associate Professor, 

Department of Political Science, University of Vermont, and Mr. Lee S. Wolosky, 

Partner, Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP, provided testimony.  Rep. Gary L. 

Ackerman (D-NY) made an opening statement.  For POMED’s notes on the hearing, 

click here. 

 

The Foreign Affairs Committee (House 9/19): held a hearing entitled “Assessment 

of the Administration's September Report on the Status of U.S. Political and Military 

Efforts in Iraq.”  Witnesses were the Honorable Lindsey Graham, United States 

Senator, and the Honorable Richard C. Holbrooke, Vice Chairman, Perseus LLC.  

Rep. Tom Lantos (D-CA), Chairman of the House Committee of Foreign Affairs, 

made opening remarks.  Click here for POMED’s notes on this hearing. 

 

 

In the Middle East 

 

The Dynamics of Iraq: US and Iraqi politicians and analysts agree that serious 

political reconciliation amongst Iraqi groups is needed to reinvigorate the political 

process in Baghdad. Also, the displacement of millions of Iraqi refugees into 

neighboring countries poses a dramatic security threat to the Middle East. Violence in 

the Kurdish border regions poses an explosive threat that could embroil Iran, Turkey, 

Iraq and the United States.  

 

Upcoming Elections and Electoral Reform:  Ahead of Tuesday’s contentious 

presidential poll in the Lebanese Parliament, the idea of a consensus president to 

succeed Emile Lahoud seems to be gaining support, while a car bomb which killed  

Lebanese MP Antione Ghanem and four others in Beirut has demonstrated once 

again the severe threats to the political process. In Jordan, Prime Minister Marouf 

Bakhit  has assured leaders of Jordan's influential Muslim Brotherhood  movement 

that parliamentary elections will be held in a “fair manner.” Moreover, reforms to 

Palestinian election law initiated by President Mahmoud Abbas, which would 

change elections to full proportional representation, are supported by a majority of 

Palestinians according to a new poll.  
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Pakistan Update: President Gen. Pervez Musharraf, whose political position has 

waned in recent months, has said that he will step down as army chief only after he is 

re-elected as president for a new five-year term. According to some analysts, 

Pakistan’s contentious interplay between former Prime Ministers Nawaz Sharif and 

Benazir Bhutto and President Musharraf has made Pakistan more unstable. Also, 

the Pakistan Peopleôs Party, chaired by Bhutto, issued a letter saying “there have 

been persistent public outcries demanding change in Pakistan proving that the people 

are no longer willing to live under dictatorship.”  

  

Social Freedoms Jeopardized: Opposition journalist Ibrahim Eissa, an Egyptian 

editor and columnist, faces a year in prison for attacking the Egyptian government’s 

limits on free speech and for defaming President Mubarak. Similarly, in Iraq’s 

Basra Province an emerging “Shiite Taliban state” is severely restricting artists and 

performers and banning public parties and musical CDs. Also, more analysis on the 

detentions of American-Iranian scholars dedicated to promoting dialogue and mutual 

understanding. 

 

Upcoming Arab-Israeli Summit: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert  announced 

that the Israeli and Palestinian governments will not present an agreement of 

principles in the upcoming peace summit but will issue a joint declaration of 

intentions, inspiring some pessimism ahead of the fall conference. Moreover, some 

analysts conclude that, for any real chance of success, “Hamas and Syria will have to 

be brought inside the peace tent.” 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

The September issue of the Arab Reform Bulletin  of the Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace looks at scenarios for the presidential election in Lebanon, an 

examination of the election in Morocco, and an article about aspirations for electoral 

changes in Oman. It also contains news and views about human rights issues in the 

Middle East.  

 

On Post Global from the Washington Post, David Ignatius asks, in reference to 

Pakistan, whether a strong military is the path to a strong and democratic state, or an 

obstacle. Answers come from a panel, including M. J. Akbar , Vivian Salama, 

Daoud Kuttab and Endy Bayun, who generally agree that a military leader is a 

significant barrier to building a democratic state. 

 

 

In Washington 

 

Perspectives on Iraq: Henry Kissinger offers his assessment of the situation in Iraq, 

stating that, “The issue is not whether Arab or Muslim societies can ever become 

democratic; it is whether they can become so under American military guidance in a 

timeframe for which the US political process will stand.” Others are exploring what 

the US must do to create a stable, secure, and autonomous Iraqi state, or critiquing  

US relations with Sunni tribal leaders. Some believe a moderate policy shift will 

dislodge the current political stalemate, while others focus on the faults of “the 
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unstable Maliki government  is on its last legs.” Also, while there is obvious 

sectarianism in Iraq, a spokesman of the Islamic Army of Iraq has said that “in the 

absence of the occupation the Shi’a would turn back to their natural affinity with 

other Iraqi Arabs.” 

 

Democracy Discourse: Defense Secretary Gates at the World Forum on the Future 

of Democracy spoke of a “realist’s view of promoting democracy abroad.”  Gates 

candidly explained that “to win and protect our own freedom, the United States has 

made common cause with countries that were far from free… temporarily making 

common cause with despots to defeat greater or more urgent threats to our freedom or 

interests.” Others note that “democracy imposed by an outside force has a very poor 

track record,” and that, “When an imposed democracy fails, citizens learn that 

democratic institutions are not effective in dealing with the problems in their 

societies, so the society becomes less likely to push for democracy in the future." 

 

How to deal with Iran? Presidential candidate Mitt Romney  sent a letter to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations seeking to block President Ahmadinejad 

from addressing the UN General Assembly. Some critics of the letter argue that the 

US must return to “universal international dialogue absent of veiled threats between 

countries and against international institutions.” Others are exploring US-Iranian 

tensions and the diplomatic opportunities that might defuse this growing state of 

tension. Also, Haleh Esfandiari details her experience as a political prisoner in 

which she was arrested by agents of Iran's intelligence ministry on suspicion of 

working to destabilize the Islamic Republic. 

 

Also Worth Reading 

 

Mona Yacoubian of the United States Institute of Peace has released an important 

report entitled "Engaging Islamists and Promoting Democracy: A Preliminary 

Assessment," which examines the experiences of U.S. democracy promoters at the 

National Democratic Institute (NDI) and the International Republican Institute (IRI) 

working with Islamist parties in Morocco, Jordan, and Yemen.  This is among the 

first major assessments of American engagement of Islamist political movements in 

the region.  Yacoubian concludes that successful American engagement of moderate, 

nonviolent Islamist parties “empowers individuals and strengthens institutions to 

yield greater transparency, more accountability, and shifts toward greater 

moderation.”  The paper is a must-read for those in the field of democracy promotion 

in the Middle East.  The full report and a summary are available from USIP.  
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